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Our first Purposeful Potluck has come and gone. However, I am asking that each person in the church com-
plete a Spiritual Gifts Inventory and return it to me. Spiritual Gifts are God-given gifts that we are equipped 
with by the Holy Spirit to do the work of ministry as the Body of Christ. These gifts range from leadership, 
administration, wisdom, generosity, caring, faith, miracles and service. The inventory we have been taking 
has a list of 20 different Spiritual Gifts in total. Please see me if you have not completed one. I’ll be happy to 
explain it to you. The list of gifts together as one body will give us a clear picture of how God has gifted us 
as a congregation to be the hands and feet of Christ in the Community of Clio.  
 
Our next Purposeful Potluck is March 17th—wear your green and come celebrate with us! I am looking for a 
few people to help me get things set up before worship and cleaned up following. If you are willing to sup-
port me in this task, I’d greatly appreciate it! As we continue forward with Purposeful Potlucks we will contin-
ue to explore where God is calling us next as a congregation. Each month we will have work to do together 
around the tables. Some of these tasks will be individual, some will be discussions around the table. I am 
choosing to intentionally do this outside of other leadership meetings so all voices are able to contribute to 
these conversations. 
 
Cultivating Presence continues to meet on Tuesdays at 10:15. We are refreshing and stretching our memory 
and understanding of scriptures that are selected through Daily Lectionary Readings. The door is open for 
you to join in this small group as we gather in the fireplace room and discuss the scriptures of the day. We 
currently have been taking a closer look at the story of Joseph in Genesis and 1 Corinthians. We will be in 1 
Corinthians for a couple more weeks. No preparation is needed, it is meant to be an authentic gathering of 
people discussing scriptures and our faith together around the table with tea, hot chocolate or coffee. 
 
Later in the newsletter you will see that Easter comes “early” this year. Holy Week will be here before we 
know it and we will kick off with a bells performance on Palm Sunday along with our palm procession. Make 
sure you are to church early to get your palms and your seats! Remember to keep your palms for the entire 
year until next Ash Wednesday because Sunday’s palms are Wednesday’s ashes!  
 
You will note that we decided to make a shift of time for the Prayer Vigil. We will begin it at 12pm on Maun-
dy Thursday and it will conclude at 12am Friday morning. During this time, additional individuals may show 
up to pray, however, we seek to ensure each of the time slots are covered for this time. Additional to prayer 
resources in the sanctuary this year we will have prayer stations set up for you to participate in throughout 
the vigil. These prayer stations will be sent to our other Mission Zone Churches with a similar invitation to 
participate in this time of prayer together. The sign up sheet is available in the Gathering Area both for pray-
er slots as well as security duty beginning at 2pm. We are looking for security volunteers and individuals to 
pray during those 12 hours. At 6:30 there will be a brief pause in the vigil as we enter in the prayer of The 
Great Thanksgiving together in the sanctuary. I will share the prayer with those who gather, we will partake 
of the sacrament of Holy Communion and depart in silence or return to prayer, you may wish to participate 
in the prayer stations at this time or come at another time.  
 
On Good Friday we will gather for worship at 6:30 for a Tenebrae Service of scriptures and hymns and de-
part in silence. 
 
On Easter Sunday Breakfast will begin at 9am, hosted by Elizabeth Whiting, and we will be collecting free will 
donations for the General Fund. As we celebrate the Risen Lord we will gather for worship at 10:30 with 
great joy and we will celebrate the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion together as the Body of 
Christ alive in the world!        

continued on next page 
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During the month of February, our Roller Skaters create a list of ways they (and we) 
could be kind to our neighbors. I placed those ideas on hearts on a tree in the Gather-
ing Area. The idea was that you could take a heart and complete the task to partici-
pate in the movement. I’m going to leave the tree up as a reminder while we continue 
to participate in this community wide movement. The Clio Kindness Theme Statement 
for March is: We are Courteous! Keep on the lookout for ways that you can support 
and be a part of this effort to make Clio a stronger community!  
 
In the months ahead, I will seek to be working on some information regarding the up-
coming General Conference—ultimately our delegates have 3 large volumes of binders 

to navigate of legislation and the order and priority is unclear at this point in time as to what will be fo-
cused on. There are many topics that need to be discussed and ultimately, we are a General Conference 
behind on legislation. For now, I CAN tell you that General Conference takes place April 23rd – May 3rd. 
Annual Conference takes place May 29-June 1 and Jurisdictional Conference occurs on July 10-13.  
 
This month I also received communication that we will be receiving a $12,000 grant to aid in the cost of 
my salary from the District. In the separation of the Co-operative Parish, our congregation has a signifi-
cant projected deficit for the General Fund. The Finance Committee has been discussing fundraisers and 
where we can become greener in our budget. We are doing all that we can to maintain things as they 
are, however we know a time will come that we will no longer be able to without changes. One of the 
fundraisers that you can help with is a Spring Bazaar coming up in April. Please see Laura Gray or Debbie 
Wesenick for more information, this will be an event that needs all hands on deck. We anticipate that we 
will be having Vendors, a Bake Sale, Attic Treasures and Lunch all to support the General Fund. 
 
As we continue our Lenten Wilderness Journey, may you continue to hold the church in prayer, may you 
be inspired by the Holy Spirit to take a step of faith in the giving of your time and energy to the ministries 
of the church and may you be blessed as you draw nearer to Jesus in this season of wandering and wait-
ing on God. 

 
Together in Ministry, 
Pastor Kayla 

Hello church, 
I shared with our Ad Board and various committees in January - and 
am now sharing with the larger church - my need to step away from 
my role as Annual Conference Lay Delegate in 2024.  I have been 
blessed beyond measure by serving the church in this capacity. I 
would encourage anyone interested to approach the Nominations 
committee about becoming our delegate. In 2024, I need to spend 
more time with my mother and my family. I want to thank the church 
for the trust you put in me in allowing me to serve you as our lay dele-

gate to Annual Conference for the last 5 years.  As we as a congregation navigate what comes 
this year from our Michigan Annual Conference and also General Conference, I want to encour-
age us to continue listening to one another especially to those who may have different perspec-
tives. I look forward to listening alongside all of you this year as a congregation member, but I'm 
stepping back from the responsibility and time necessary to commit to attending conference and 
the associated meetings/activities.  You'll continue to see me in the sound booth on Sundays and 
at roller skating and other activities, but I'll be stepping aside from the meetings that are required 
as part of being the lay delegate.  What a relief it is to know that God is with us in all of the sea-
sons of our life - I am leaning on Him as I enter a new season. Thank you again for trusting me 
with this sacred responsibility.   
~ Elizabeth Whiting 
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  Well, today, as I 
write this, it is 
SNOWING—A 
LOT!!  And, it is 
beautiful, but, of 
course, that 
means a lot of 

work for some and not really going any-
where…..BUT we have continued to be busy at 
Bethany!!! 
 
The Wednesday Community Night for Everyone is 
continuing to bring young people to the church 
and their families come for the great blessing of 
food that our wonderful chefs have provided for 
us.  It is truly a great thing to hear the kids enjoy-
ing their story time and marching around the 
church to “When the Ants Come Marching In”!  We 
have had anywhere from 20 to 50 people join us 
for dinner and had the pleasure of some of the 
parents contribute their prayers!  If you are able, 
please come and join us at 5:30p.m. for dinner 
and wonderful fellowship! 
 
Our Food Pantry continues to grow and bless peo-
ple of our community who may be in need!  Jen-
nifer Lee and the Pantry Patrol are doing an excel-
lent job of stocking shelves with the donations 
from throughout the community and shopping to 
ensure that everyone in need gets groceries and 
necessary daily items.  Gary and Mary Langdon are 
doing an exceptional job at getting food from the 
Food Bank and keeping the “food room” clean and 
neat so that the “packers” can quickly and easily 
see what is there and pack the bags.  Great job, 
everyone! 
 
On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Kayla distributed ashes 
to anyone who wanted them during the morning 
and afternoon.  Her Ash Wednesday service only 
saw a small amount of people but it was a very 
moving service.  Lent is now upon us and there 
will be many opportunities for each of us to wor-
ship our Lord and Savior during this time or reflec-
tion and prayer.  During this Lenten Season, we 
would ask that each of you reach out to someone 
on the Shut-in list—a simple phone call or card 
does wonders for someone who is unable to at-
tend services  and enjoy the amazing fellowship 
that is Bethany! 
 
Please continue to stay connected to Bethany by 
watching online if you are unable to attend wor-
ship.  You can keep up to date with what is hap-
pening by checking the Announcement Sheet at 
church or on our website.  I hope that you have an 
enjoyable day—and you didn’t get too wet shovel-
ing the snow! ~ Diane Weaver 
 

 
We are putting together a 
more  current list of church 
key holders.  If you have a 
key to the church, please let 
the office know.  If you have 
a key and no longer use it, 

we are asking that you please return it to 
the church office.  We no longer have extra 
keys and they are difficult keys to duplicate.  
Thank you! 

Check Calendar Page for Weekly Events 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT The Commission on 
Education decided to ask other community 
organizations if we could partner with them. Parks 
and Recreation & The Lions Club said YES ! The 
Egg Hunt will be at the Clio Park on March 30 at 
11:00 AM.  If the park is too muddy or flooded 
then the hunt will be at Bethany.  Stay tuned for 
further updates from Sue Hilgris on how you may 
help us prepare for this event.   
 

EASTER BREAKFAST will be at 9:00 AM on 
March 31.  This meal of yummy breakfast casse-
roles will be hosted by Elizabeth Whiting and  a 
Free Will Donation will be taken to help our Gen-
eral Fund.  
 

PURPOSEFUL POTLUCKS For the next 3 months 
we will be having a potluck once a month with a 
purpose. We will be gathering to enter into con-
versations about our next steps as a congregation. 
Mark your calendars for the following dates: March 
17, April 28, and May 19! Come with open hearts 
and minds to expand our understanding of our 
gifts and where God is calling us to move as a con-
gregation! 
 
MOVIE NIGHT The Merry Methodists are plan-
ning a movie night on March 23 at 7:00 PM and 
you are invited!  The movie will be “I Can Only Im-
agine”. Bring a snack to share and your own bev-
erage. Let Carol Jones know if you will be attend-
ing.  910-964-9001 
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Our Celebrations!  
Many members stepped in to fill the Langdon’s 
leadership during their family travels AND some 
of these members stayed to Wait on God.  Jan 
Wilbanks, Barb Nickerson and Karen May are 
preparing the food carts for families on Thurs-
days at 11:30.  Gail Bower and Steve Lee came 
up to support a late evening emergency food box 
request.  YOU continue to fill our pantry shelves. 
West Vienna donated bags of breakfast items 
and the Clio Area Human Services Fund donat-
ed a check to support your pantry! 
 

Our Tasks 
Receive Requests  Kory receives requests from 
families in need and schedules a food pick up 
appointment on a Monday or Wednesday after-
noon.  She learns of special requests (allergies), 
ages of children and contact information.  Kory 
also submits a monthly report to the Food Bank 
of Eastern Michigan (FBEM). 
 
Bagging Non-Perishables  Karen, Barb and 
Jan make quick work of preparing three carts in 
a tight pantry space!  We could add a bagging 
day on a Tuesday if there are others interested 
in helping with this task. 
 
Shopping for Perishables  Shoppers usually 
work in teams of two to shop for produce, dairy 
and meat.  The team decides when and where 
they will shop.  Often this is the day before or the 
day of the family appointment.  We use the 
church charge card at local grocery stores or the 
church store charge at VGs.  (YOUR donations 
make this possible!)  The perishables are set 
aside by family and stored in the cold room re-

frigerators.  This shopping/organizing takes a 
couple hours.  Check out the pantry calendar by 
the office to see who is shopping. We could use 
a couple church members who would shop once 
or twice a month with one of our team members. 
   
Welcoming Families Our families arrive by ap-
pointment on Monday and Wednesday after-
noons.  The laughter, stories and gratitude to be 
able to serve and receive are what this work is 
about.  Greeters connect with families, share 
Bethany resources, listen and learn.  Rewarding!  
If you would like to partner with a team member 
to greet a few families please leave a message 
with Jennifer Lee (810) 252-2067 
 
Behind the Scenes  Other tasks include keep-
ing the shelves stocked and organized. (Mary 
really rocks at this!)  We rotate the stock in a first 
in, first out manner required by the Food Bank of 
Eastern Michigan (FBEM).  Team members track 
the temperatures of the freezer and refrigerator 
to FBEM standards.  We place online orders to 
FBEM about once a month and a group helps 
unload Gary’s Avalanche and unbox the order.   
We gather Menards 11% rebates.  We remove 
food that does not meet FBEM ServSafe guide-
lines.  We write thank you notes.  We listen to 
church members and bring ideas to the meet-
ings.   
 
The pantry patrol meets once a month.  Our 
next meeting is Monday, March 18, 11 a.m. – 
noon. 
Pantry Patrol Members 
Sue Boyse 
Karen Ferguson 
Sue Hilgris 
Gary Langdon 
Mary Langdon 
Jennifer Lee 
Janet Robert-
son 
Nola 
Thornton 
Diane Weav-
er 
Staff: Pastor 
Kayla and 
Kory Sanger 
And You! 
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“BREAKING NEWS ALERT” from Karen Nichols, Altar Chairperson 

 

It’s time to order your Easter Flowers for 2024.  As usual, these 

cheerful blooms will be used to decorate our sanctuary, narthex, 

and gathering room for Easter and then be taken home by you.  

You may designate if your order will be in honor and/or in 

memory of someone. 

 

The following is the information received from the nursery where we have been getting the best pric-

es and bloom for Easter plants for several years.  The prices include florist pot covers of green or 

gold foil. 

 

Order forms are available and can be found at the welcome desk in the Gathering Room or the table 

outside Kory’s office.  Please note that when placing an order for the mums and tulips, per the 

nursery, you will not be able to order a specific color as “these come in assorted colors and we have 

no control over what we get.  We are confident the plants will be beautiful no matter what the col-

or!” 

 

Easter Plant Prices 

Easter Lily—6” Pot single stem: $10.75; 7 1/2” Pot double stem: $22.75  

 

Tulip—6” Pot: $8.00;  Daffodil—6” Pot: $8.00;  Mum—6” Pot: $9.25;  Hyacinth—6” Pot: $8.00 

 

Payments and Order Forms may be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church, or given to 

Kory in the office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY is March 24 Join us for our 11am service, as we wave Palms in Celebration of 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  This begins the first day of Holy Week. 
 
PRAYER VIGIL will begin on Maundy Thursday at 12:00 PM and run in half hour increments un-
til 12:00 AM.  You can find a sign up sheet at the information desk—or you can call the office to 
sign up for a time. You may sign up for as many half hour time slots as you wish. You do not 
need to sign up to participate, but we want to make sure each time slot is covered with an indi-
vidual. Prayer stations will be available focusing on our ministry with our mission zone churches. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY is the day that commemorates Jesus Last Supper. Come join us in the 
Sanctuary at 6:30 to partake in Holy Communion.  This will be a short service of Communion on-
ly. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY commemorates the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.  This is an important 
event because it represents the sacrifices and suffering in Jesus’ life.  Come remember with us as 
we gather for a service at 6:30 PM 
 
EASTER/RESURRECTION SUNDAY will begin with a breakfast at 9:00 AM for a free will dona-
tion toward the General Fund.  Then we will move into the Sanctuary at 10:30 AM and celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus with traditional Easter hymns, Communion, and Baptism.   
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Madelon Sipler  
Brookdale Grand Blanc 
5080 E. Baldwin Rd. 
Holly, MI 48442 
810-687-0248 
 
Ron Lemmon 
1126 Pinehurst 
Mt. Morris, Mi 48458 
810-686-5739 
 
Ruth Ackerman 
11364 Runnels Dr. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-686-9406 
 
Norma Gillette 
3056 Wilman Dr. 
Clio, MI 48420 
 
Wilma Thoms 
Genesee Gardens 
4495 Calkins Rd. 
Flint, MI 48532 
 
Jack and Mary Edwards 
4480 W. Lake Rd. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-686-0364 
 
Dorothy Isbell 
12063 Sara 
Montrose, MI 48457 
810-639-1055 
 
Juanita Woolworth 
2105 S. Center Rd. 
Burton, MI 48519-7670 
810-730-7670 
 
John & Pat Corder 
4029 W. Dodge Rd. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-730-7670 
 
Margaret Gray 
4165 Willard Rd. 
Birch Run, MI 48415 
810-686-9143 
 
 
 

 

Darlene Morgridge 
P.O. Box 446 
Clio, MI 48420 
 
Chris Longueil 
Mission Point  
G-3201 Beecher Rd. 
Flint Township, MI 48532 
 
Carol Wilson 
11365 Runnels Dr. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-686-8737 
 
Don Cain 
461 Selkirk Dr, 
Mt. Morris, MI 48458 
810-265-6162 
 
Madonna Phipps 
712 Park View 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-686-1429 
 
Connie Phelps 
526 Poplar St. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-516-3833 
 
Joyce Dunlay 
11493 N. Bray Rd. 
Clio, MI 48420 
810-813-2270 
 
Leroy Shumaker 
10504 Leann Dr. 
Clio, MI 48420 
 
Janet Smith 
Maple Wood,  
Room 63, Bed 2 
810-218-0568 
 
Jerry & Kathleen 
Stadler 
3200 Rosalie Ann Ct 
Clio, Mi 48420 
810-686-0817 
 
Janet Robertson 
4099 W. Vienna Rd 
Clio, MI 48420 
 

Remember in Your Prayers 
 
 George Boyse 
 Ron and Nonie Lemmon 
 Those who have been ill 
 Brian Gillette Family 
 Virginia Heller 
 Charlotte Mowl 
 Ben Wildfong 
 
And please continue to pray for an-
yone who crosses your mind or 
heart-we all need everyone’s pray-
ers in our world today. 
 

 

Please remember these wonderful members of Beth-
any’s congregation as you celebrate this holiday sea-
son.  Give them a call or send them a card letting 
them know that we are thinking of them and sending 
them our love!  Cards are available in the Gathering 
Room or ask Kory  if there aren't any on the table 
next to the coat room! 
 
If you know of someone who is not a church mem-
ber, but would just like to receive a card or a mes-
sage, please get me their name and address and I 
will add them to our list—everyone is welcome and 
needs a kind word. 
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March               
Bible Readings 

 
1. Isa. 45-50 
2. Matt. 23-25 
3. 1 Cor. 3-4 
4. Gen. 36-39 
5. Ruth 
6. Ps. 27-29 

7. Job 19-20 
8. Isa. 51-55 
9. Matt. 26-28 
10. 1 Cor. 5-6 
11. Gen. 40-43 
12. 1 Sam. 1-5 
13. Ps. 30-32 
14. Job 21-22 
15. Isa.56-61 
16. Mark 1-2 

17. 1Cor.7-8 
18. Gen.44-47 
19. 1Sam. 6-10 
20. Ps.33-35 
21. Job23-24 
22. Isa.62-66 
23. Mark 3-4 
24. 1Cor. 9-10 
25. Gen. 48-50 
26. 1Sam. 11-15 

27. Ps. 36-38 
28. Job 25-26 
29.Jer.1-6 
30.Mark 5-6 
31.1Cor. 11-12 
 

I hope you continue to 
enjoy these daily Bible 
readings and find some 
direction or peace in 
them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mars Robinson is off for freshman year at MSU.  
Mars would love to hear words of encouragement 
from you during this exciting and sometimes scary 
time.  You can write or send cards to Mars at: 

Mars Robinson 
West McDonel Hall 

Room 346 
817 E. Shaw Lane 

East Lansing, Mi 48825 
 

Jakob Robinson continues his studies at U of M 
Flint.  He is staying in Clio and you’ll continue to 
see him around the halls of the church as he does 
the night time security and other tasks here at the 
church.  Hold him in your prayers as he continues 
his studies.   
 
Clara is the daughter of Kevin & Dana Usealman 
who have joined us this summer! She is beginning 
her freshman year at Northern Michigan University. 
You can write or send cards to Clara at: 

Clara Usealman 
424 Maple East Hall 
Marquette, MI 49855 

 
 

Dear Bethany Family, I miss coming to 
church.  I really appreciate the cards and hol-
iday baskets.  It’s thoughtful of you all.  thank 
you so much, Carol Wilson 
 
Dear Bethany Friends, When I opened my 
mail today and found 15 cute little “Snoopy” 
Valentines, I thought “What a clever way to 
send a Valentine!”  May God Bless every fam-
ily represented in this act of kindness!  It was 
truly appreciated.  Love, Joyce Dunlay 
 
Dear Church Family, I loved the Valentines 
that you sent.  Thank you so much.  Miss you 
all, Wilma Thoms 
 
Thank you, Bethany, for the lovely Valentine 
cards.  I was really happy to receive them.  
Judi Lewis 
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Our goal is to motivate and equip all 
people to: 
 
• Accept Jesus as the Son of God and 

choose Him as their personal Savior 
• Engage in a lifelong relationship 

with Jesus 
• Use all means to share the love of 

God with others 

Bethany UMC 

Church office hours              
 Mon.—Thurs. 9 a.m.— 4p.m. 

   STAFF MEMBERS 
Pastor:  Kayla Roosa 
Admin:  Kory Sanger 

 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
353 E. Vienna St.  
Clio, MI 48420-0327 
810-686-5151 
 
 

 
 

Guiding Spirit, FILL us with YOUR fire, Lead us by YOUR Light, Unite us in 
YOUR calling…….Amen 

BETHANY UMC WORSHIP SERVICE 
10:30 am 
Adult Sunday School at 9:15am 
 
Pastor Kayla’s office hours: 
Monday—Wednesday  
Thursdays are held for sermon writing and 
planning. Friday is her sabbath. 
 
Please call  989-948-1390 to schedule an ap-
pointment with her if you wish to talk with her.   


