Bethany United Methodist Church
353 E. Vienna St. P.O. Box 327 Clio, MI 48420-0327

Otisville United Methodist Church
200 West Main Street, Otisville, MI 48463

“There are no strangers among us, only friends we have not yet met.”

OTISVILLE UMC
WORSHIP SERVICE—9:15A.M.

BETHANY UMC
WORSHIP SERVICE —11:15A.M.

Our goal is to motivate and equip all
people to:

Accept Jesus as the Son of God
and choose Him as their person
savior

Engage in a lifelong relationship
with Jesus

Use all means to share the love
of God with others

Bethany UMC Office Hours:
MON.—THURS. 9 A M.—4 P.M.

FRI.—CLOSED

Pastor Kayla sits in Otisville on
Wednesdays, please schedule an
appointment with her.

STAFF MEMBERS
PASTOR: Kayla Roosa
Director of Children and Youth
Ministries: Marc Middleton
Secretary: Kory Sanger



Reflections from Pastor Kayla’s Porch
What a whirlwind these first NINE weeks have been! Can you believe it?! Two vacation Bible Schools, a few
Tuesday Teas, Council Meetings, school supply collection and distribution, Charge Conference Forms, Wor-
ship Design Team planning, conversations and impromptu meetings along the way, several youth and chil-
dren's activities and a week spent in Canada for High School Kayak Camp! There hasn’t been much time to
enjoy the view from the back porch at the parsonage, but I’ve soaked up every minute that I can from my ham-
mock when time allows!

Driving between the two congregations on August 28th, I noticed the change that has started taking place.
Leaves have started shifting colors, corn fields are beginning to change their colors. Seasons are changing—
God’s grace is present. I notice the change within me as well. The transition from Otisville to Bethany is feel-
ing smoother to me and we are getting more comfortable with the rhythms of one another. Change is happen-
ing, God is moving us toward something new, something we have never done before. That continues to be ex-
citing and energizing for me as we continue to explore where God is calling us to work together in this partner-
ship. No, this isn’t like any typical two point charge. We are being called to live into a collaborative ministry
that will benefit and strengthen the ministries of both congregations. The opportunities are endless as to how
that might transpire over the course of the next several months, year and several years. I’'m so grateful that God
has brought me to be with you in this new chapter of ministry as we embark on this journey of exploration to-
gether that will challenge all of us to think outside of the box about the things that we have done in the past
and how we might impact the communities we serve in more profound and meaningful ways. We made it
through the pandemic, it’s now time for us to discern where God is calling us to be more relevant for the com-
munities that we serve.

The Co-operative Parish Bridge Team continues it’s work and discernment as we continue to create opportuni-
ties for our congregations to build relationships and discover the gifts we bring to this unique partnership. Sep-
tember’s focus includes a field trip that all are welcome to join as we travel to Saginaw First UMC on Septem-
ber 12th. Saginaw First is hosting a workshop that will demonstrate an alternative way to structure leadership
that is vision and mission centered, streamlining decision making and empowering people to do the work of
ministry without being bogged down with meetings. This workshop is being led by Dirk Elliott, a conference
staff member trained in this style of leadership governance for churches. More information can be found later
in the newsletter. All are welcome to attend, if you have questions, please reach out to me!

An area | have not had much time to commit to yet is visitations and connecting with our homebound. I need
your help to identify people who are home-bound in both congregations. If you know of someone who would
like to be on the shut-in list, please contact the Bethany UMC office so we can update our records, including
the best way to contact the individual and the location where they may reside, particularly if they are at a care
facility. I define home-bound as people who are truly not attending worship and unable to get out of their
homes. [ will be looking for individuals to begin exploring a new pathway for member care to help aid in visit-
ations in the months ahead as I continue to get settled. If this is something that might interest you, please let
me know. Please know this is a priority and I’'m looking forward to fall schedules and settling into a routine in
the weeks ahead as ministry activities fall into a steady rhythm so that I can make some room for these special
times with members and friends.

Many of you have asked—will I be leading a Bible Study? The answer—YES! Please stay tuned for that an-
nouncement which should be released in the upcoming weeks! It is my hope to get into a rotation of Bible
Studies which include Christian Formation, Advent, a book of the Bible, and Lent. If you are someone who
might be comfortable facilitating a study, please let me know, I’d love to talk to you about how we might be
able to have 2 classes offered this Fall and Advent at differing times to enable more people to be connected
with Bible Study.

Friends, it has been a joy getting to know you already and I look forward to the adventures God will lead us on
together! God’s presence is abundant in our Co-operative Parish—I’m grateful for the ways that you have wel-
comed me, offered support, prayers and encouragement. I’m excited for the journey ahead and I pray you are
too!

Together we serve,  Pastor Kayla



HAPPENINGS AROUND THE HALL

Vacation Bible School

I know that Marc has an article about how won-
derful VBS was, BUT I want to let all of you
know that it was AMAZING!!!! And the volun-
teers were WONDERFUL—tired but WONDER-
FUL!!! There were about 25 excited, cheerful,
and amazing kids each night and they really got
into what this program had to offer! They
learned significant lessons about the miracles that
Jesus did and how they differed from “science”.
They had crafts to make and games to do while
learning about Jesus. The snacks were tied into
each nights lesson. A very BIG THANK YOU to
Marc and his team for putting together a wonder-
ful learning experience for the children!

VBS Mission Project

We will still be collecting hygiene items for the
Personal Dignity Kit Mission Project until Au-
gust 31. There are flyers on the Welcome Desk
and the Table in front of the offices with what
items we are collecting. We will assemble the
kits on Wednesday, September 7th at 6;30p.m.
here. A meal will be provided. We will hand out
these kits on Wednesday, September 2 1st at
6:30p.m. in the Clio Park. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Marc Middleton.

Change of Dates

The UMW General Meeting—the UMW General
Meeting which was originally scheduled for
Wednesday, September 7th has been changed to
Tuesday, September 13th, 10:00a.m. in the
lounge. You do not need to be a UMW member
and ALL women of the church are welcome to
attend.

The Tabitha Circle Meeting that is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 14th, will now be held on
Wednesday, September 28th, 10:00a.m. in the
Fireplace Room. If you have any questions,
please contact Debbie Wesenick, Chairperson.

Sunday School
Sunday School will begin on September 11th at
10:00a.m. for all ages. If you have any questions,
please contact Marc Middleton.
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M&M’s

The M&M’s Planning Meeting and POT-
LUCK will be September 10th at 6:00p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. All adults are welcome.
Come with your fun ideas—and a dish to pass!
- so we can plan out a year of activities! If you

have any questions, please contact Gloria
Sheaffer.

An Invitation

Saginaw First has invited Rev. Dirk Elliot,
the Conference Director for Congregational
Vibrancy, to do a presentation on the Simple
Accountability Structure or Small Board Gov-
ernance for churches seeking to streamline
ministry and move from lots of committee
meetings to a simpler structure. It is scheduled
for Monday night, September 12, 2022 at
7:00p.m. and will last for 45-60 minutes with
time for questions after the presentation.

Pastor Kayla will be attending, as will mem-
bers of the Bridge Team. She welcomes any-
one from Bethany and Otisville who would
like to attend to contact the church office at
810-686-5151 so that we may know how many
will be attending. Look for the flyer in this
Tower Notes for more information!

At Home with His Love

When you abide somewhere, you live there.
You grow familiar with the surroundings. You
don’t pull in the driveway and ask, “Where is
the garage?” You don’t consult the blueprint
to find the kitchen. To abide is to be at home.

To abide in Christ’s love is to make his love
your home. Not a roadside park or hotel room
you occasionally visit, but your preferred
dwelling. You rest in him. Eat in him. When
thunder claps, you step beneath his roof. His
walls secure you from the winds. His fireplace
warms you from the winters of life. As John
urged, “We take up permanent residence in a
life of love” (1John 4;16msg).

You abandon the old house of false love and
move into his home of real love.

Come Thirsty
Max Lucado



Upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Classes @ Bethany!
Sept. 30th 4:30pm to 9pm & Oct. 1st 9am to Spm

Introduction to Lay Ministry:
The BASIC Course

This course is foundational
for all courses in lay servant
% ministries. Participants are

@ encouraged to discover and
employ personal spiritual gifts as God

intended and to consider the
importance of exercising servant
leadership, developing future leaders,
and remaining rooted in consistent
spiritual practices.

Children of Abraham
Interfaith Study

This class is a beginning, an
opportunity to explore the
mutual roots in story of the
three Abrahamic religions.

N
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It will focus on what we have in
common, how each faith’s wisdom can
enrich our own, and how to begin
having interfaith conversations.

Life Together in the UM
Connection (Polity)

ME IH(:l)

This course gives
participants an overview of
the structure and
organization of the United

Methodist Church. A copy of the 2016
Book of Discipline is recommended for
this class --- you could probably borrow
one from your pastor.

Pre-register to take the classes. Also, we will need volun-
teers to sign up to prepare and serve meals and help
welcome & acclimate the trainees & leaders to our
church. Watch for sign up sheets and see Pastor Kayla
or contact the church office to pre-register for the week-
end training. Cost for the training is $60 for the weekend
courses including book & meals. If you are interested in
the training, but unable to attend this weekend, there are
multi-week courses available at other times see office for
details. Soul Reset

This a study for everyone
who moves at breakneck
speed through their daily
lives, often relying only on
their own strength to bring

God's kingdom on earth. Jesus shows
us a different way, an easier, unforced
rhythm of what kingdom work looks
like. It's a balance of work, rest, play,
worship, exercise, and eating well—
spiritual practices that keep our souls
hydrated and healthy as we do the
work of the church in the world.

Biblical Interpretation:

A Roadmap

This course is a guide to
discovering and asking the key
questions - about biblical texts,
about readers of the Bible, and
about the interaction of the two

that forms the basis of biblical interpretation
today. The authors offer an approach to
biblical interpretation that takes both the
texts and the reading context seriously,
guiding and encouraging readers to draw
upon the expertise and authority of their
own life experiences and contexts.



CORE Student Ministry Hap-

penings
By Marc Middleton
Director of Youth & Children’s

Ministry @ Bethany UMC

Vacation Bible School has come and gone,
the Summer events are coming to an end,
and vacations are wrapping up. The signs
of Fall are approaching. A time of routines,
hopeful peace and simplicity, and that
chance to breathe. As of writing this, VBS is
just mere hours away. The excitement, anx-
iousness, and hopefulness all course
through my body and being right now. With
this being my first year as our VBS Director,
there’'s a lot of nerves and self-induced
pressure to make sure everything goes
smoothly, everyone has everything, and
those that attend have a fun time. Yet, | al-
so know that what will be will be. | have
learned / am learning / and will learn that |
cannot control everything. There are life sit-
uations that are outside of my control,
which means God’s going to have to grab
hold of the wheel and adjust the route we
take. Learning the Pillars of Faith this
month (granted that it's only been one
week for me) has opened my eyes to that.
We took a lot of faith steps in this summer
with our schedule. From creating these
Family Nights and Movie Nights, to making
sure our Youth had their own fun, to all the
work that goes into Vacation Bible School,
and all the other stuff that wasn't on our
radar, we had to have faith for a schedule
like that to work. No sane Ministry Leader
is their busiest over the summer, but after
2 years of quiet and minimal activities, who
could blame me.

This summer had its ups and downs, but
faith in what we're doing kept us going.

Like | mentioned on August 7%, the Family

Game Nights were feeling like a let down in

the beginning with me questioning if we
should stop or not, but we kept going to
the tune of 10-15 kids and adults a night.
The movie nights were a decent bit of work,
but that work paid off with the amount of
people who came, had fun, and made mem-
ories. The summer included long and tiring
days, a lot of physical labor, more mental
labor, and a lot of reserve energy, but it
was a fun summer.

THANK YOU for all the support with our
summer programming this year! It was an
intense and crazy schedule from the start,
but we stayed the course and followed
through with everything that was planned
and those moments that we pivoted. As |
mentioned earlier, no sane ministry leader
plans as intense of schedule as | did and
yet, we made a lot of memories during the
family nights, movie nights, VBS, VIBEs,
painting night and laser tag night. It was
tiring, exhaustive, draining, and so reward-
ing all at the same time. Thank you to COE
for the hard work in the planning and im-
plementation of these events. Thank you to
willing volunteers who helped with adver-
tising, donations, energy, time, and re-
sources to make these events come to life.
Thank you to those who came to the events
to see what we were up to and support
what life the church had this summer. | be-
lieve we planted the seeds needed for the
fall harvest.

This church became the PLACE (positive,
loving, affirming, caring, and encouraging)
to be this summer and its because of youl!
Now how do we “stay the course” for this
fall. Don’t worry COE has been hard at work
already getting things ready for Sunday
School, VIBE, Wednesday Night Live, and
more. Check the rest of the newsletter for
this information.

God Bless,
Marc Middleton
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Online Ministry Updates

|

CORE Student Ministries:

There will be a pause on lesson videos
unless requested by our youth. | will still
continue to upload the “Moments with
Marc” from our worship services. There
will be a video coming out this week that
will explain this in more detail.

CORE Gaming Vibes:
| will return to one-stream a week starting
September 3™. | will continue to stream on
Saturdays, but at 6pm instead of 7pm.
There will still be uploads Mondays —
Fridays at noon on our YouTube channel.

Hrouse lnistres Unesies

Sunday School returns on
Sunday, September 11" at 10am.

Sue Boyse will lead the adult class in
Room 2 (next to Pastor’s Office.)

Marc Middleton will lead a one-room Sun-
day School class for Youth and Children in
Room 3 (next to Marc’s Office)
with a short lesson and a craft or activity.

VIBE returns on
Wednesday, September 14
from 3 — 5pm.

This is our Youth Program for all 5" —
12" graders that are looking for a
safe space to be after school.

We offer a time to get homework
done, play games, and just chill after a
long-day at school.




Information for Sue Boyse's
Sunday School Class

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER This year the Sunday School class lead by Sue Boyse will continue with the book
Gratitude Diaries by Janice Kaplan. The author relies on both amusing personal
experiences and widespread research to explore how gratitude can transform
every aspect of your life. Getting advice at every turn from psychologists,
academics, doctors, and philosophers, the author brings readers on a smart and
witty journey to discover the value of appreciating what you have.

Copies of this book are available in the Sunday School classroom, but you do
not need to have read the book to come and take part in this class. Each
Sunday we listen to part of the book read by the author and then have some
discussion time.

Hot water and an assortment of instant beverages will be
available in our classroom, so you can have your morning coffee or tea with us.
This year Sunday School will start at 10:00 since worship is at 11:15. You are
welcome to join us any week to share in the fellowship and friendship, as each
class is a separate reading and discussion.

GRATITUDE
DIARIES

HOW A YEAR LOOKING ON THE BRIGHT SIDE
CAN TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE

JANICE KAPLAN

Wednesday Night Live

Wednesday Night Live is coming back to our weekly schedule this Falll We're so excited to see the
weekly return of this program. We also want to make sure this program s
designed for the needs of the youth, children, and adults who attend at this present time. Over the last
2.5 years, we've seen what's a need for people and what's become a priority for people. With this in
mind, COE and | invite you to join us for a Wednesday Night Live Planning Meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13™ at 10am.

This meeting will include looking at Wednesday Night Live in three ways:

What is Wednesday Night Live?

Why do we do Wednesday Night Live?

How do we do Wednesday Night Live?
These questions focus on what we need to offer, why do we need to offer it, and how do we offer it. It
could even lead to a re-branding of this program. We're in an exciting and new time to set our sights

on what God is calling us to do. All volunteers, past and present, and those who are interested in this
program are welcome to join us. All ideas are welcome.



Wednesday Night Live
We are looking for kitchen teams to help plan and
prep the meals. As always, volunteers are needed for
prep, cooking, and clean up. We want to create a
rotating menu, and are looking for main dishes that

Family Movie Nights
These have been fun events do this summer, so why not continue it into the fall. Instead
of meeting outside, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 7pm each night with all the
blankets, chairs, sleeping bags you'd like to enjoy the movie. We are talking about ex-
panding the snack options, so let us know if there’s some-
thing you'd like to have at the Movie Night. Here's the
schedule for the rest of 2022:
Date Movie
September 17™ | Moana
October 15 | Sing 2
November 19* | Frozen 2

December 17% | The Star

Roller Skating
The long-awaited return of Roller Skating is here! Starting
Tuesday, October 4" from 6:30 to 7:30pm, come to Bethany
and skate with us. The cost is only $1 to skate!

Marc will be on Vacation starting August 28th and will
return to the office on September 6th.




THANK YOU! To all who
helped us with a successful VBS
event in July. We were excited
to share the Gospel with young
people in our community. Our
theme was Faith Over Fear!

Olisville

United Methodist Church
o WHAT'S NEW

Legacy Conversations
You are invited to join PK to discuss where we
have been as a church and where we hope to go
together in this next chapter of ministry.

Please plan on attending one of the following:
September 7th at 10am, September 14th at 3pm,
or September 21st at 4pm.

On September 28th at 5:30, we will have a potluck
to share the highlights of the conversations and
talk about our next steps as a congregation and
how we might collaborate with our Co-operative
Parish and Mission Zone to achieve the dreams
we have for our church.

Bridge Team Members—In place of our meeting
this month, we will be going to Saginaw First on
9/12/2022 @ 7pm for the Simplified Accounta-
bility Structure training being held by Dirk El-
liott. Contact Pastor Kayla if interested in car-
pooling. All in the church are welcome.

Joint SPRC Meeting
9/22/2022 @ 7:30pm
Meet at Bethany UMC In Person
With DS Rev. John Hice joining by Zoom

September Church
Council Meeting

Sept. 14th at 4:30pm




Report of Annual Conference 2022
Diane Weaver

When Pastor Cathi asked me if [ would consider go-
ing to Annual Conference in Nonie Lemmon’s place,
[ was:

1. Disappointed for Nonie

2. Excited for me!

3. Honored to be asked

4. Scared out of my mind!!!!

I have never been to Annual Conference before and
everything was so new to me......after all, THIS was
on a whole new level of CHURCH!!! And, Elizabeth
will tell you that I must have asked her a thousand
questions about what to expect!!! Unfortunately, I
was your typical “newbie” and was gawking at every-
thing and everyone I saw! But, that soon passed as I
became more comfortable with my surroundings and,
believe me, that took some doing!!! But I won’t bore
you with how beautiful Grand Traverse Resort is or
how stunning our sleeping accommodations were—it
was a 5 bedroom palace!!!! And even had a Jacuzzi
and pool table!! Or that it was situated on the golf
course! Or how sumptuous every meal was—or how
plentiful they were! Let’s just say that no one went
away hungry—and if they did, it was their own fault!!

But I digress—we were there to conduct business and
we did. Does anyone know what the word
“PLENARY” means? Put your hand down, Otis—
you are a lawyer so of course you know what PLE-
NARY means—but I did not! So I looked it up in my
very old dictionary and according to the American
Heritage Dictionary the word PLENARY can be used
as a noun and an adjective.

As a noun it means “a meeting or session attended by
all participants at a conference or assembly” - hmmm,
ok, I still don’t know what it MEANS! But I kept
reading - As an adjective, it means “1. attended by all
participants at a conference or assembly, who other-
wise meet in smaller groups. And 2.” unqualified, ab-
solute—as in “The disciplinary committee will have
plenary powers”. Well, alrighty then! Amazingly,
the one word that stood out to me was “unqualified” -
because I certainly felt that way!! But as I continued
to digest what I had read, I realized that “unqualified”
meant that there would be no dissension after a vote
was taken and a motion had passed—so I felt a little
more confident about the word “Plenary”! But I also
realized that because each smaller group represents a
church—our church—I also had a VOICE because |

was representing our church!!!

But do not believe anyone who tells you that there
isn’t WORK involved with being a representative to
Annual Conference!!! I began to get almost daily e-
mails from a wonderful person at the Conference lev-
el who continued to keep me informed of what each
and every rule was , what meetings | was required to
attend, which ZOOM meetings I was expected to be
present for, and where and when to register, where to
send in my money, and who I was to report to!!!

They run a really tight ship at the Conference level! 1
was assigned to a group to decide on Legislative Mo-
tion R#2022-9 “Affirming Actions for The Future of
the United Methodist Church” that had been presented
to the Conference - by Zoom; I had to attend a Lay
Member Orientation—by Zoom; I was sent email
videos to watch; and I was told that I had to make a
report back to my congregation about my experi-
ence!!! So here we go!!

While we all know that Elizabeth is our “techie” pro-
fessional, my report will be a little more “me”. And I
thank you for your patience! Elizabeth and I drove up
to Grand Traverse Resort on Wednesday, June 1st and
got checked in and registered without any problems.
It took a little hunting to find our “home away from
home” bec ause the maps were not that great, but we
managed! We met Pastor Cathi’s friend Melody and
her husband John, and decided that we would go into
Traverse for dinner. We ate at the FLYING NOO-

Then we went back to the house and met another
friend of Pastor Cathi and decided to take a trip to
Meijer for supplies. Then we came back and relaxed
at the house!

On Thursday, June 2, Elizabeth and I didn’t have any-
thing scheduled for the morning so we continued to
get our bearings and went for lunch at the Conference
Center. After that was the Opening Worship Service
and Memorial Service—both were very impactful for
me and the music was AWESOME! It is so wonder-
ful to hear so many Christian people sing our Lord’s
praise! Our first Plenary Session begin at 3:00p.m.
and was filled with information regarding things that
we have all been through during the past two years
with Covid and Zoom meetings and the joy of finally
being able to meet in person!
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My first impression was how resilient we are as a de-
nomination and as people to find so many inventive
and creative ways to overcome a worldwide pandem-
ic and still remain so optimistic about our denomina-
tion and where we are headed. My second impression
was that, while Bishop Bard is “short” in stature, he is
a very compassionate, passionate, knowledgeable, and
caring person! Guys, if you have never met him in
person—he IS SHORT!!! Like my kind of short!
And he jokes about it!!!

He voiced his concern about the division that is com-
ing—has happened—and about his dismay that it has
happened, but he is so very supportive of this deci-
sion. Even though, it is not what he wants for the
Methodist community as a whole—he understands
and respects their decision. I thought his words were
amazing and very comforting . They gave me hope
that “all is not lost” and that there is room for all of us
in God’s kingdom. As much of the legislation had
been done over Zoom, there were reports and they can
be found on the Conference website which Elizabeth
and I can give you. I would urge you to go to that
website and read them—they are very informative and
may answer some of the questions you may have
about our future!

This year’s conference was titled “Mourning to Danc-
ing” - and provided us with a substantial amount of
“mourning” - something I think many of us have been
doing for the entire two years of quarantine, Covid
and the pandemic, but there was also HOPE and JOY
and “Dancing” - if only in our seats as we sang won-
derful songs of praise and recommitted ourselves to
serving our Lord and Savior . Several people spoke of
their personal experiences during this time of dissen-
sion and, yet, each of them also spoke of their hopes
and dreams for the Methodist future, even though
none of us knows what that future may hold.

On Friday, we attended a teaching session that was
led by Rev. Dr. Ron Bell, from Minnesota— and BOY
can he set a room on fire!!! He spoke of the fact that
we have been dealing with so much conflict and ten-
sion that we have—occasionally—lost sight of what
God is doing with and for us. Of how he grew up as a
“stutterer” and had to teach his child how to speak!
That we are all struggling to survive in this crazy
world and how our human answers may be a contra-
diction to what God is telling us

He used 1 Samuel 30:vs 4-6 as an example of how

David faced a huge conflict when the Amalekites had
overrun Ziklag and burned it and taken everyone who
was there captive. David, in verse 5, went to the Lord
and was strengthened by Him. BUT David, himself,

had to go through that conflict in verse 4 to get to
verse 6—where God strengthened him—and gave him
the courage to move forward to retrieve his people.

David’s “container” was not in a good condition due
to his grieving for his people and God made his
“container” strong again. That is what we all need to
do on a daily basis and not let the pain of our every-
day life become so great that we forget to ask God to
strengthen us. We need to BREATHE—inhale and
exhale SLOWLY AND FREQUENTLY so that we
can “hear” what God is saying to us.

We need to recognize our PIES—our physical, intel-
lectual, emotional, and spiritual—parts and allow
them to grow. We need to STRETCH and rewire our
brains so that we don’t miss what HE is telling us. In
other words, take care of your container EVERY
DAY so that you may hear what God is telling you or
asking of you. Like I said—Rev. Dr. Bell can—and
did—set a room on fire!!! And he gave me so many
things to think about and take to God in my daily
prayers. Try it—maybe it will help you, too!

The Laity Event was held in the afternoon with Der-
rick Scott III speaking. He is a very dynamic speaker
and is a lifeforce when he is talking about bringing
younger people into the congregation. He could not
sit still!!! He embodies “enthusiasm” and —
sometimes— waits for you to catch up with him!!

Mr. Scott told us about some of his experiences with
college age people who are questioning their beliefs/
faith/God and how some of them have now given their
lives to Christ. This was especially good for me to
hear because so often we only hear about the young
people who have fallen away from their faith or have
had no faith shown to them. It gave me hope for the
next generation—that they will find their way into the
“fold” - and, hopefully, join with us in serving our
Lord.

It offers hope for all of us that what our ancestors, our
parents, and even ourselves have worked for has not
been in vain —’they” do hear us and want what we
have to share—just in a different way! It is our job to
continue to work WITH them and HEAR what they
have to tell us—we can still learn something new! It
is with these young people that our church and our
denomination will grow and prosper—we need to lis-
ten to them!!! They have some pretty cool ideas!!!
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AND THEN The Service of Recognition, Com-
missioning and Ordination!!! Bishop Bard’s sermon
was on “Wise and Wild Voices” - and to be perfectly
honest, I don’t remember a lot of it! I DO remember
that he instructed each of us to go out into the world
and speak about our God with “wise and wild voices”!
Bishop Bard is a very convincing man when he speaks
about these kinds of things! He can make even the
most hesitant of Christians become bold and daring
when we speak of our God! As each person was pre-
sented for recognition, commissioning or ordination,
he spoke of their attributes and of his conviction that
they would take the Lord’s message to their new
“worlds” with the blessing of our Conference and of
God. It was a sentinel moment when we got to wit-
ness the Ordination of our new pastor, Kayla Roosa
and to see the hands that were laid on her and the
presentation of her shawl. To say that tears flowed is
an understatement. This ceremony was the highlight
of the conference for me and I know that so many
people felt the same way I did as I watched and
thanked God for the privilege of being there. And I
LOVED that she wore RED SHOES!!!!

Saturday opened with a worship service with Rev. Dr.
Ron Bell preaching and then we went into another
Plenary —there’s that word again! - session. There was
an explanation of a Christ Centered Vibrant Congre-
gation, A Trauma informed Congregational Ministry
Panel, Corporate Session, and a discussion of the
churches that have closed and those that have formed
a new way of “being”. After lunch, the last Plenary
Session informed us about Christ Centered Missions
and Ministry, the Michigan Disaster Response and
Recovery Grant, and Churches engaging Communities
for Healing and Well-being. It also included the So-
cial Justice Legislation, the Budget, and Child Hunger
Relief in Michigan.

All of these discussions were informative and educa-
tional to a newbie who had no idea that we, as a de-
nomination, are so involved with so many different
ways to serve the Lord and our communities—and
that many of those resources are available to us!

The closing devotion was upbeat and enthusiastic!
There WAS dancing by a group of interpretive danc-
ers! There was HOPE and JOY and a feeling of re-
newal—for myself, personally, and for the collective
group as a whole! We were given a directive to go
home and bring this positive attitude into our church-
es—to let you know that WE are alive and well and
ready to do the work that God has set before us—to
continue to do HIS work on a daily basis and welcome
all who come through our doors with open hearts and
minds.

To say that I was overwhelmed is an understatement,
but the people I met left a deep and lasting impression
on me. The chance to get to know Elizabeth on such a
deep and spiritual level was exhilarating and a privi-
lege. Thank you so very much for the opportunity to
serve you as your delegate to this years’ Annual Con-
ference. And, if you are ever asked to attend, please
say YES - believe me, you will not regret it. The
many people I met—even briefly—were definitely
God’s people and made this newbie feel right at home
and very welcome. The experience of finally, finding
out what PLENARY means and how it works is
AWESOME!!! And, the food ain’t bad either!!!

Report submitted by Diane Weaver

e
MOURNING

i}

UMCOR Cleaning Kit Rally

Pastor Kayla is helping to organize a
cleaning kit rally for UMCOR with col-
lection taking place at Clio Bethany.

Please stay tuned for details of items
needed, but items will be coming in
from throughout the district.

We will also host a cooperative parish
event for organizing the items.

Watch website & weekly announce-
ments for more details!

Proposed Drop Off Times:
9/20 & 9/27: 10am—12pm
9/22 & 9/29: 1pm—3pm
Bucket Organization:
9/29—3-4pm
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Bethany Member Care

We want to get more intentional about member care in this season. It takes our whole congrega-
tion to identify and communicate with the body and Pastor Kayla regarding who among us is home-
bound, in the hospital or in a care facility. We need every person’s help! If you know a member or
a non-member, but connected person, who is in the hospital, or a care facility or homebound and in
need of pastoral care and/or congregational support and prayers, please share that with the church
office so we can add it to communications and prayer chains.

Shut-In or HomeBound
Donna West—Hospice
Wilma Thoms
Madelon Sipler
Mary Edwards
Dorothy Isbell
Juanita Woolworth
Emma Wagner
Pat & John Corder
Darlene Morgridge
Pat, Eric & Chris Longueuil
Bob & Carol Wilson

Ron Lemmon Cris Schipper
1126 Pinehurst Currently at

Mt. Morris, Ml 48458 || Maplewoods

810-686-5739 Cards/Calls/Visits
Cards/Calls/Prayers

Ruth Ackerman
3056 Wilman Dr 11364 Runnells Dr
Clio, M| 48420 Clio, Ml 48420
Cards appreciated! 810-686-9406
Cards/Calls/Visits

Norma Gillette

Help keep these lists current!

To add or remove from this list, pro-
vide more information, or schedule a
pastoral visit for you or your loved
one—Please reach out to the church
office at 810-686-5151 or by email at
bethanyumcclio@gmail.com

Prayers:

Jerry Stadler

Brandon Swabile (son of Becky
Boegner)

Beth Leach

New Address:

Beth Leach

1667 Windsor Dr. Apt 1
Green Bay, WI 54302

Watch for more opportunities to volunteer
for member care & prayer teams this fall!

Pastor Contact Info:

Pastor Kayla at 989-948-1390 (voice or text)

revkaylaroosa@gmail.com.

Please remember—Contact Hours are 9am—9pm other than in an emergency.



WORKSHOP

on SINGLE BOARD GOVERNANCE /
SIMPLE ACCOUNTABILITY STRUCTURE

Presented by Rev. Dirk Elliott, Michigan Conference Director
for Congregational Vibrancy and Leadership Development

A Simple Structure for Missional Effectiveness

Monday, September 12 — 7:00pm

Saginaw First UMC
4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, M| 48638
firstumcsaginaw@gmail.com (989)799-0131

Join us in person OR via livestream™!

* NOTE: Churches that wish to receive the livestream need to RSVP with Saginaw First
UMC by Thursday, September 8. The link will be sent out in an email to registered churches
on Sunday, September 11. Pastors may share the link with their leadership/participants.
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Annual Conference 2022
Lay Delegate Report
By Elizabeth Whiting

Attending Annual Conference and repre-
senting Bethany UMC remains an honor and a
privilege to me. | am so grateful that the congre-
gation trusts me to represent you at this im-
portant yearly meeting. Taking the time off of
work and spending it immersed in the business
of the church, but also the incredible worship and
teaching time is a blessing to me as well. It's a
time that I've set aside for the last several years
to really disconnect from my work life and deeply
engage in my faith. Also, rooming with several
people, including Diane and Pastor Cathi, but
also several other friends we’ve made along the
way also gives me an opportunity to spend this
time developing and furthering faith filled friend-
ships. | was incredibly grateful this year for the
way that this time helped my friendship with Di-
ane grow and blossom into something deeper.
Thank you church, for entrusting me with this re-
sponsibility and providing me this opportunity.

| know that many of you were able to ex-
perience worship sessions, teaching sessions
and even legislative sessions virtually by using
the links that | shared on our social media during
the conference or by viewing the information
shared on our website after conference. If you
haven’t yet done so, | encourage all members of
Bethany UMC to visit our website at ClioBetha-
ny.org and view the materials Diane & | have
shared. You can find this information by visiting
ClioBethany.org and searching “Mourning Into
Dancing” our theme for this year. You can also
find the page linked underneath “News” on our
homepage. Here you’ll find the daily news bulle-
tins all attendees receive each day as well as
several videos we've shared.

After every conference for the last several years,
there are always many questions about our de-
nominational schism. This is likely more top of
mind for many people with the launch of the
Global Methodist Church in May of 2022.

Presently — churches in our conference may
choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist
Church by working with the District Superinten-
dent and the Bishop under current Book of Disci-

pline guidelines (established at 2019 General
Conference).

Michigan Annual Conference voted to approve
the disaffiliation of 4 churches this year. | would
really urge anyone from within our congregation
who has deep concerns about denominational
schism to visit our Annual Conference web page
and watch the 13 minute Dean of the Cabinet
video from Rev. Dr. Jeremy Devine. I've also
linked there a conference page on the schism for
further review. General Conference has been
postponed to 2024, so there will continue to be
outstanding questions about division in our de-
nomination until after General Conference. Here
in the local church, we cannot answer what ex-
actly the split will ultimately look like at this point,
there are too many variables, but I'm willing to
discuss it with anyone in our congregation who
has questions.

Our biggest legislative initiative is the
Readers to Leaders program. We adopted a
state-wide fundraising campaign that will bless
children in Michigan and Liberia. Each church in
our conference is challenged to raise $600 be-
fore March 1, 2023 to benefit the Liberia Scholar-
ship Program and the Children’s Defense Fund
Freedom Schools. One of these CDF Freedom
Schools is right here in Flint at Bethel UMC. We
were able to see a video showing the good work
of that school and it filled my heart with joy and
hope. It is estimated that $300 covers the school
fees for one student in a UM school in Liberia.
Our goal as a conference is to fund 100 students
for 8 years of schooling with this initiative. | hope
that our church is able to joyfully and generously
raise this $600. The campaign kicks off on Au-
gust 28th and | would love to hear any ideas for
how we as a congregation can raise these funds
for this special offering.

We passed a budget which is reduced by 4%
from the previous year. One way that we are re-
ducing our budget to meet our new reality of re-
duced income is by reducing the number of Dis-
tricts from 9 to 7. We approved the plan for that
put together by the Working Group we formed at
the 2021 Conference.
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One of our most emotional and at times conten-
tious votes this year was on a resolution about
Gun Violence. We heard many powerful and
passionate statements including Rev. Timothy
and Chris Woycik standing to speak with a pic-
ture of their daughter, Holly, who was gunned
down in 2004. Another young woman from our
conference spoke about having to live in constant
fear in her high school after the Oxford shooting.
The resolution called for some specific action in-
cluding contacting legislative leaders regarding
enhanced background checks, a reinstatement of
the ban on assault weapons and encouraging
Michigan Methodists to participate in the End
Gun Violence Now movement.

There are likely differing opinions on this legisla-
tion here within our congregation. What | think
we can all agree on is that God calls upon us to
reject violence and senseless killing. Let’s each
commit to doing all we can, where we are, with
whatever tools we have available to us, to work
towards a more peaceful nation, one where our
children aren’t living in fear in their classrooms. A
world where the news is not dominated every
week/month by another tragic mass shooting
event. | certainly don’t have all the answers for
how we achieve that, and | don’t think that the
conference does either, but | know that each of
us has a part to play. We can start by praying for
God’s will here on earth as it is in heaven. Then,
we can take the next step of being the hands and
feet of Christ, doing His will here on earth.

Let's commit ourselves to helping make a world
where people do not feel the need to turn to vio-
lence to solve their problems.

Other legislation we passed had to do with calling
for the cancellation of federal student debt, advo-
cating for a US Peace Economy, affirming ac-
tions for the future of the UMC, encouraging
Michigan Methodists to contact legislators to sup-
port immigrant driver’s licenses and state IDs.

We also passed the annual recommendations for
clergy salaries and compensation and various
resolutions from the Board of Pensions and
Health Benefits. If anyone has questions about
the legislation we passed, you’ll find more details
on our website page and I’'m happy to speak
about it with anyone who is interested.

The best part of this Annual Conference
was seeing Pastor Kayla being ordained while
Pastor Cathi and Pastor Luann stood alongside.
I've shared that moment with you before. The
second best part was the teaching sessions.
Those are linked on our AC page on ClioBetha-
ny.org and if you have not seen them, | really
cannot recommend watching the sessions from
Rev. Ron Bell enough. | have now watched that
a 2" time and was even more greatly blessed the
second time. That was some teaching that |
needed and that has influenced me deeply since
Conference ended. Really — don’t miss out on
those teaching sessions!

| leave you with a question that was posed during
one of the Panel sessions. In 3 different panel
sessions during the conference we heard from
various clergy and lay people about different min-
istries within our Michigan Annual Conference.
Because of the nature of our connectional rela-
tionship in the United Methodist Church and how
our apportionments support one another, these
stories are ALL of our stories! What was shared
in the panel on Bold and Effective Leaders
though that | would share with you was this ques-
tion:

What is a seed of an idea you have for making
your community a better place?

As we begin to form our cooperative parish and
enter into a new era of ministry under Pastor
Kayla’s leadership, let’'s dream about that togeth-
er! Let’s think about what seeds we can plant
right here to improve Clio, Michigan! | still be-
lieve that the church can be a powerful force of
good in our community. | hope you do, too! Let's
figure out what those ideas are within this body of
believers and then let’s get to work planting
seeds here in Clio and in Otisville!

In Christ,
Elizabeth Whiting
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CLIOBETHANY.ORG

Search "Mourning Into
Dancing” Or Under News
- Look for the 2022
Annual Conference
materials.

Worship Design Team

The Worship Design Team will begin plan-
ning stewardship campaigns for the fall
followed by a special Advent series.

This team of volunteers meets to plan
everything that is involved in worship—
music, videos, liturgy, responsive readings
and more. We laugh and share from our
hearts, read scripture, and listen for God
as we discern ways to bring impacitful,
powerful worship to both congreqations
& our online audience that will connect
with people where they are.

We have a lot of fun together and wel-
come new members & fresh perspective.

We have met over Zoom, but recently be-
gan some in-person meetings. Some-
times there’s food! If you want to try it out
for the first time or again, there’s room for
you at the table or in the Zoom room.

Contact Kory in the church office at

JULY WEB STATS
Bethany UMC:
Facebook Page reached 6,172 people
85 hours viewed on Facebook
1 hour of watch time on YouTube
406 visitors to ClioBethany.org

Otisville UMC:
Facebook Page reached 2,288 people
We gained 19 “likes” on Facebook

Interested in helping with social media pro-
motions for either church?
Contact Elizabeth Whiting
info@cliobethany.org
810-610-2229 (voice or text)

810-686-5151 for meeting details.

THANK YOU!

So many members of Bethany & Otisville
came together in support of our first coopera-
tive parish community event. On August 24th
we gathered in the Clio Park for an evening of
hot dogs, fellowship and games.

The Bridge Team wants to say Thanks to all

who attended the event, volunteered to help

grill, prepare beverages, serve, setup & play
games, and just generally welcome our com-
munity. We served about 125 hot dogs and

saw lots of new and old faces.

Having these times of connection propels our
cooperative parish forward! See a member of
the Bridge Team if you have ideas for future
community events.

Bethany & Otisville Bridge Team Members
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Agape Choir is starting their sea-
son on September 11th!

Rehearsal will start at 9:30am on il -
9/11/2022 \Qﬁ:}

i
S

We will discuss future rehearsal

times and plans at our first ses- o
sion. Hoping to see all singers! ,&% #
¥

Remember—The Agape Choir

Deshone.

Rachel Deshone
rmdeshon@svsu.edu
989-823-4704

Bethany Band
Bethany Hand Bell Choir
Updates

Rehearsals will begin on
Wednesday, October 5th

Reach out to Ross Doolittle if
interested in playing in the
Band or ringing in the hand bell
choir.

embraces singers from teenag- _

ers to a hundred years old of all The hand bell choir can use
skill levels. ringers of all skill levels!

If interested in singing, reach out . .

to our Choir Director, Rachel All instruments and a variety of

skill levels are present in the
band.

Ross Doolittle
rondenezgb@msn.com
810-240-6410

T.ooking Ahead!

Charge Conference for the Roller Skating
Clio Mission Zone & Wednesday Night Live
All churches from our mission zone Will resume the first week
will be present here at Clio Bethany of October!
on Sunday, October 30th @ 6:00pm
MARK YOUR
SAVE THE DATE!! CALENDARS!
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