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Conference attendees wait in the registration line as volunteers check vaccination records or negative PCR tests and

distribute Annual Conference materials.

Today’s Highlights

* 9:00AM Golf Scramble

« 11:00 AM 5K Run/Walk

« 1:00 PM Opening Worship

+ 3:00 PM Plenary Session

« 7:30 PM Carrie Newcomer Concert
+ 8:45PM Music and Refreshments
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The wilderness and the

dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice
and blossom: like the
crocus.”’

—lsaiah 35:1 nrsv

WE ARE YET ALIVE!

ACME, Mich. (MIC) — Sometimes, the ordinary can seem quite
extraordinary. This is the fourth Annual Conference held in Acme. So, on
the one hand, clergy and laity entering the lobby of the Grand Traverse
Resort on June 1found themselves in familiar territory. Yet, on the other
hand, this is an annual gathering like none that’s gone before.

Members return to in-person activity after two years of virtual annual
conferencing. On January 3, the Commission on the Annual Conference
announced that AC 2022 would be held in person. The theme chosen
was apt, “Mourning to Dancing.” The Commission noted, “the focus is on
resiliency as the church journeys through the pandemic and changes in
the denomination and the nation.”

Today, members arriving at the registration desk presented their proof
of vaccination before receiving the usual materials . . . program guide,
nametag, etc. They were then given a safety kit of wipes, hand sanitizer,
and N95 mask.

Even though friends welcomed each other with fist bumps and hand
waves instead of the usual bear hugs, joy filled the space. Never was the
question posed in Wesley’s traditional conferencing hymn — “And are
we yet alive?” — more meaningful than in this moment of homecoming.
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How does it feel to gather again in person?

Amy Mayo-Moyle, Clarkston
“It’s great to see people, to be able
to do this part of the work of the

church, in person. It’s a little hard to

recognize everyone in masks, but |
really feel like we’re doing it safely.”

Mike Desotell, Grand Rapids

“It feels phenomenal to be back
in person, to see faces and
people | haven’t seen in two
years. I've really missed that. |
still miss the mission fairs.”

Gregory Timmons, Flint

“I've missed being able to share
and to hear stories of success, of
need, and to focus on what’s most
:: important, which is souls and
marshaling resources so that we
can go out and transform lives.”

Eric Burton-Krieger, Indianapolis
“There is a part of the

connection that you just don’t see
when you’re doing ministry, day in
and day out. You miss stories of
what God’s doing in other places,

. and these things you get to hear
at Annual Conference.”

Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, East Lansing
‘| could just stand in the hallway
and do nothing but talk to people.
| haven’t done that in two years!”

Sharon Barnes, Jackson

“It’s really good just for the
fellowship and connecting with
people again. | love seeing the

% gathering, that whole sense of

being together for a purpose.”

Terry Euper, Morrice

“This is family. I've been a
member of the Conference for
over 40 years. When you're not
4 together, something’s missing.”
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ALIVE continued

Coronavirus continues to have its way across the globe.
Indeed, some members and leaders testing positive
remain at home this week. Our prayers are with them.
Nevertheless, God’s people move forward these next
three days, doing the work of Christ’s church.

Dollars will be raised to feed Michigan’s hungry
children, and provide care for mothers in Haiti, children
in Liberia, and displaced families in Ukraine. Members
will vote on issues shaping the church’s future and
on matters of peace and justice in the world. Retirees
will be congratulated, and the newly ordained and
commissioned welcomed. Preaching and teaching will
inspire and inform — business “as usual” amidst the
unusual.

Looking ahead to Thursday, Bishop Bard will deliver
the opening sermon during afternoon worship, entitled
“Bad Luck Streak at Dancing School.” Those who have
died since the last Annual Conference will also be
remembered during the Memorial Service. The plenary
session will include a message from Bishop Bard on
the state of the church, a report from the General
Conference delegation, and an Episcopal nomination.
Capping off the day will be a special concert by singer-
songwriter Carrie Newcomer.

Yes, we come mourning over tensions in the church
and a virus that persists. With Bishop David Bard, we
say, “We will dance just because we are together again!”

DO NO HARM.
DO GOOD.

8 STAY INLOVE
| WITH GOD

“John Wesley

BEFORE YOU SADDLE UP THANK YOU FOR WEARING A FACE MASK |‘

GRAB YOUR MASK
Q’ Michigan Conference
. The United Methodist Church

Signs were placed throughout the common spaces, reminding attendees

to honor the covenant they signed before arriving to Annual Conference.
Masks are required at all times in the plenary halls and gathering spaces.




