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Rev. Timothy and Chris Woycik speak in support of the resolution against gun violence presented during the Friday afternoon plenary session. “l would like
[our daughter] Holly to be here, but in September 2004 she was murdered,” her father said. ~ Miphoto/Jonathan Trites

Today’s Highlights

+ 8:30AM Worship

9:45AM Plenary Session

1:30 PM Plenary Session

4:30 PM Closing Devotion

5:.00 PM Conference Concludes

[} 72° MOSTLY SUNNY

“But David
strengthened

himself in the LorD
his God.”

—1Samuel 30:6 nrsv

AC STANDS AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE

ACME, Mich. (MIC) - Six months after the village of Oxford, Ml experienced
the tragic school shooting that killed four students and injured seven
others, the Michigan Annual Conference voted overwhelmingly to take
action to address the rise in gun violence. In the 20 days leading up to
AC 2022, mass shootings in Buffalo, NY, Uvalde, TX, and Tulsa, OK, had
claimed 36 lives. These events prompted six conference clergy members
to bring a request to the floor on Thursday afternoon to suspend the
rules to introduce late legislation, which members approved. Copies of
Resolution 2022-16 were distributed and brought back for debate and
action on Friday. In presenting the resolution, one of the writers, the
Rev. lan Boley, encouraged those present to tell their stories.

Young people and parents shared powerful and passionate statements,
including the witness of the Rev. Timothy and Chris Woycik, whose
daughter Holly was gunned down in September 2004. Woycik pleaded
with the conference to help “make sensible gun legislation.” Now in high
school, a young woman spoke of a nearby school shooting, causing her
to “live in constant fear.” A pastor and mother, Stephanie Norton, rose
to say, ‘It blows my mind that we love our guns more than we love our
kids. We need more than thoughts and prayers. Let’s put our hands to
work.” Calling himself “part of a traumatized generation,” the Rev. Paul
Reissmann declared, “As clergy, | vote for the Kingdom of God. Let’s not

learn war anymore. AC STANDS continued on back
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Saturday

Bishop David Bard preaches on the need for wise leaders during Friday
evening’s worship service. ~ Miphoto/Jonathan Trites

Bishop calls for wise, wild voices

The Service of Recognition,
Ordination was a celebratory end to Friday’s activities as
individuals called to set-apart ministry were presented
and blessed. This year’s service was particularly joyous
because it was the first full-scale service since 2019.

Commissioning, and

In his sermon, Bishop David Bard challenged the
candidates to embrace their calling, considering the
state of our world and our church. “The world waits for
some wise and wild voices to lead us back to spiritual
sanity.” The bishop urged them to cultivate wisdom
practices that will shape their ministry. “Wisdom guides
us to develop as leaders with large souls, capacious
hearts, expansive minds; leaders with soft fronts, firm
backs, and wild and courageous hearts.”

Three candidates were ordained as deacon, and 14 were
ordained as elder. AlImost 20 individuals from the Course
of Study classes of 2019-21 were recognized. Two were
commissioned for the work of a deacon and seven
for the work of an elder. Four individuals were either
recognized or transferred as Associate or Full Members
of The Michigan Conference. The complete list of names
will be published in next week’s Mlconnect.

AC STANDS continued

Theresolution passed overwhelmingly, calling for specific
actions, including participation in the End Gun Violence
Now movement, contacting legislative leaders regarding
enhanced background checks, and reinstatement of the
ban on assault weapons. Following the vote, Bishop
Bard prayed, “out of a deep peacefulness of heart, may
we create a more peaceful world for us all.”
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AC endorses Kennetha Bigham-Tsai

Conference members returned from lunch break on
Friday to an afternoon focused on the conference
vision of Christ-centered, bold, and effective leaders.
Bishop David Bard made a powerful statement of that
vision as he announced the endorsement of the Rev.
Kennetha Bigham-Tsai as an episcopal candidate in the
North Central Jurisdiction. Members had marked their
ballots on Thursday; the vote count was 766 (83%) in
favor of endorsement.

The bishop explained, “This means that Kennetha will
be part of an election process in the North Central
Jurisdiction. She goes with your endorsement, and that
means a lot to a candidate.” The NCJ Conference meets
November 2-5, 2022.

Bigham-Tsai’s name was placed in nomination Thursday
afternoon by Laura Witkowski, co-chair of the Michigan
Conference Delegation to General and Jurisdictional
Conference. The delegation had endorsed Bigham-Tsai
in January 2020 in anticipation of the NCJ elections
orginially scheduled for July of that year.

The delegation cited Bigham-Tsai’s experience with the
worldwide church, deep faith, vision as a bridge-builder,
commitment to full inclusion of LGBTQIA persons in the
church’s life, and passion for racial justice as “equipping
her to deal with what the denomination is currently
facing and beyond.”

In acknowledging the endorsement, Bigham-Tsai said,
“Thank you so much, Michigan Annual Conference. You
have walked with me for years in faithfulness and faith.”
She added, “This call has been stirring in me for some
time, but it must also stir in the Body of Christ.” She
then asked for prayer, both for her, her family, and all
the NCJ delegates.



