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Today’s Highlights COME AND DANCE•	 9:00 AM  Teaching Session
•	 10:00 AM  Congregational Resiliency  

                  Small Group Sessions
•	 1:30 PM  Plenary Session
•	 4:15 PM  Laity Event
•	 7:00 PM  Service of RCO
•	 8:45 PM  Reception by UMF of Michigan

ACME, Mich. (MIC) – The 2022 Annual Conference opened Thursday as 
over 1,500 registrants gathered for worship and business at the Grand 
Traverse Resort. It was the first time all Michigan United Methodists had 
been together in person since 2019, and the reunion was bittersweet. 

There was abundant joy in singing together, albeit masked, and hearing 
God’s word proclaimed during the opening worship service. But there 
was also space for mourning, especially during the Time of Memorial, as 
names of clergy, clergy spouses, and laity who have died since the last 
session of the Annual Conference were read aloud.

Bishop David Bard’s sermon, “Bad Luck Streak at Dancing School,” set 
the tone for the Conference by challenging everyone first to engage the 
string of difficult truths United Methodists face right now—persistent 
pandemic, gun violence, racial reckoning, a church that is fracturing. But 
the bishop then asked, “If we are not spending some significant time in 
mourning and lament in this world in which we live, how alive are we?”

The bishop then spoke of the change that occurs when our ministry with 
those mourning is transformed. God begins to work in human lives, and 
a new song is heard. “The bad luck streak at dancing school is turned 
into a grand ball where everyone is welcome to cut a rug.”

DANCE continued on back

During a sacred time of remembering beloved lives lost since the last session of Annual Conference, Skyelea Martin-Fitch and three other liturgical dancers 
lead worshipers in praise and thanksgiving. ~ MIphoto/Jonathan Trites  

““The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of 
wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy 
One is insight.”	 — Proverbs 9:10 NRSV
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Later, in his state of the church address during the 
plenary session, the bishop echoed similar themes: “God 
is always up to something new. God is always at work 
creatively in God’s own unique time signatures.”

Bishop Bard reminded his listeners that the Michigan 
Conference’s vision is centered on Jesus Christ. He 
then highlighted ways United Methodists can fulfill 
this vision. He encouraged congregations to participate 
in the forthcoming Anti-Bias/Anti-Racism Education 
and Training Program and the Cross-Racial/Cross-
Cultural Support Plan, both of which will be launched 
this summer. “It is our hope that these two initiatives 
will equip and empower pastors and laity alike using a 
content, coaching, and cohort model that moves us all 
toward actively becoming anti-biased/anti-racist.”

DANCE continued

Conference invests in kids  
On Thursday, conference members adopted a state-
wide fundraising campaign that will bless children in 
Michigan and Liberia. “Readers to Leaders” encourages 
each Michigan congregation to raise at least $600 
before March 1, 2023. These dollars will benefit the 
conference’s Liberia Scholarship Program and Children’s 
Defense Fund Freedom Schools. 

The Michigan Conference Liberia Ministry Partners 
estimate that $300 covers school fees for one student 
in a UM school in Liberia. The campaign hopes to fund 
100 students for eight years of schooling. Ministry 
Partner’s Chair Jon Reynolds said, “I have met parents 
in Liberia who must decide which one of their children 
can go to school and which child must work in the 
marketplace to raise support for their sibling.” He added, 
“Your gift is a small way, in this moment of challenge, to 
turn mourning into dancing. We can make a difference 
in the lives of people we will never get to meet.” 

The Michigan Conference operates two CDF Freedom 
Schools; one at Detroit: Second Grace UMC and the 
other at Flint: Bethel UMC. Literacy and cultural 
enrichment are at the heart of the six-week summer 
program serving young people K-12. The goal is to 
raise $240,000 to increase the number of CDF sites. 
Lisa Batten, Conference Coordinator of Young Adult 
Ministries, thanked conference members for support.

As Reynolds and Batten left the stage, Bishop Bard said, 
“I am asking every church to raise $50 a month for the 
next year. Please take this seriously and joyfully.” 

vChildren from the 2021 CDC Freedom School in Flint. ~ photo courtesy of 
Flint Freedom School Collaborative (www.freedomschoolscollab.org)

The Michigan Conference’s 6th Annual 5K kicked off at 
11 am on Thursday when runners and walkers left the 
starting gate of the on-site event at Grand Traverse 
Resort. Forty persons stretched their muscles and 
pounded pavement on behalf of hungry families in the 
state of Michigan, raising approximately $5,000. 

The Rev. Jinny Song, Troy Korean UMC, reports on 
their pre-conference effort that took place May 22. The 
congregation raised $11,219.

All may do their bit against child hunger at a time and 
place of their choice. Last year’s total contributions 
exceeded $50,000. You can make a difference! More 
info available at 2022.michiganumc.org/5kchildhunger/.

Getting in motion against hunger

vDillon Burns, pastor at Manchester UMC, runs the 5K at Grand Traverse 
Resort on June 2, 2022.  ~ MIphoto/Jonathan Trites 


