Good morning church,

| want to share news of our congregational meeting that was held last Sunday. For those of you unable
to attend, or unable to stay until the completion of the meeting, We answered the question: Is God
calling the people of Bethany UMC to partner with the people of Otisville UMC to form a cooperative
parish? At the end of the meeting we answered in the affirmative, YES, we are being called to this. It is
also my joy to share with you this morning that the people of Otisville also answered in the affirmative
at their own meeting.

| want to acknowledge the challenging work that we did in a very long meeting. We discussed
thoroughly every concern that was raised up from the body. Some we were able to resolve, some, such
as the physical distance between our churches, cannot be overcome. Others, it will be our responsibility
to answer and resolve together during the formation of our cooperative parish.

As a person who brought a teenager to a meeting that | know many were worried about being filled with
conflict, | want to acknowledge and celebrate the integrity and method we used for discerning God’s
will. We tried something new that was out of our comfort zone. We are not of one mind on this, or likely
any, issue. Yet, each person was able to speak their truth. We LISTENED to one another to hear not
respond. We were able to share respectfully from our hearts. We modelled excellent consensus building
skills in a way that the world outside of the church rarely sees. We WERE the church at its best. | saw
God reflected in our work and the way we did it and I’'m so grateful that Hope was able to see and
participate in the church being the church in that way. Thank you.

As we begin the work to form the cooperative parish, it is now the sacred responsibility for us to not
forget about the concerns raised by the body. We have the ability and responsibility to form our
cooperative parish in a way that blesses both congregations and contributes to our growth and that also
resolves concerns that were raised in our meeting. | have taken note of every one of the concerns and
will keep it at the forefront as we go into planning meetings for the future of our cooperative parish.

As we sit in a period of waiting for our next steps to the cooperative parish and waiting for news of the
appointment from the cabinet, | ask that you continue to pray for our new pastor! We do not yet know
his or her name, but God knows. We can cover him or her in our prayers. We can also pray for our
congregation and for Otisville. Remember - We have a loving God standing along side us, holding us and
sustaining us as we take these steps towards new possibilities.



