October 2016

TOWER NOTES
353 E Vienna Rd Clio MI 48420

www.cliobethany.org

Bethany United Methodist Church
Roots and Wings
Oct 2
Oct 9
Oct 16
Oct 23
Oct 30
Nov 6

“Some Country We’ve Never Seen Before” World Communion Sunday 1 Cor 13:1-8a
Guest Preacher
Created for Community
Matthew 4:18-25
Shaped for Mission
Acts 3:1-10
Building Forts around our Blessings Matthew 19:16-26
Manna From Heaven
John 6:25-35

October 22nd Fall Festival “Time to Shine for Jesus”
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Food Fun Games Prizes!
This is a FREE community event and we can use all hands on
deck to make this a great day as we let our light shine for Jesus!
See Amy Dickinson to find out how you can be a part of this funfilled afternoon!
YOU are the light of the world!

October 5th Wednesday Night Live begins!
5:00 Adult Bible Study – Missions, Crafts, Tech, and Music for Kids
6:00 Community Dinner
6:45 Bethany Band Rehearsal
7:30 Bell Choir

October 27th Bethany UMC Charge Conference
6:00 SPRC meeting with Rev. Hice 7:00 Conference
All who worship at Bethany are encouraged to attend. All members have voice and vote as we
celebrate 2016 and look ahead to 2017 and beyond.

Pastor’s Page
Reprinted from the Lewis Center for Church Leadership
Taking Prayer to the Community by Ann A. Michel
Several recent research efforts addressing the spiritual practices of those not
connected to religious communities have found that prayer is a practice that those
inside the church and those beyond the church hold in common.
Pew Research Center’s often-cited study of the religiously unaffiliated found that 27
percent of people who describe their religion as “nothing in particular” pray daily. A
2012 survey by Elizabeth Drescher conducted with “nones” (people who claim no
particular religious affiliation) found that 19 percent find prayer a spiritually meaningful
practice. And Nancy Ammerman’s recent work that examines religion in everyday life
(Sacred Stories, Spiritual Tribes, Oxford University Press, 2014), also discovered that
many people disconnected from traditional religious communities still pray regularly.
“Prayer is a core element in the human experience of religion,” she concludes.
These findings suggest that ministries of prayer can be a meaningful form of outreach.
Increasingly, creative church leaders are finding ways to extend prayer ministries
beyond the walls of their churches. There are churches with drive-thru prayer stations
and congregations with community prayer walls or labyrinths in their church yards.
Others are conducting prayer walks or prayer vigils in response to community needs or
setting up prayer stations in coffee houses and train stations. Some pastors use Twitter
to pray for their whole communities in times of crisis or need, and others use social media to connect with
people beyond their flock who voice very specific or personal prayer requests.
What these initiatives have in common is a willingness to take prayer to the community rather than waiting for
the community to come into the church to pray. Perhaps the first, most powerful evangelistic question in our
day is not “Have you been saved?” or “Will you attend church with me?” but simply “May I pray with you?”
Ann A. Michel (amichel@wesleyseminary.edu) is associate director of the Lewis Center for Church
Leadership.
This summer several folks from Bethany UMC spent 8 weeks in Sunday School studying prayer, and
developing intentional practices to deepen our prayer lives. What new thing can we do to impact our
community through prayer? I wonder what would happen if we intentionally gathered with a focus on the
schools, the public servants, the families, the businesses, and the needs of the people of Clio? What might
God be ready to do if his people who are called by his name will humble themselves and pray? (2 Chronicles
7:14)
Let’s unleash the power of prayer! What is the Spirit of God whispering into your spirit as you consider these
things? Might we gather in the new pavilion for a time of prayer once or twice a month? Might we prayer walk
our city and ask God’s blessing and favor? Talk to me about your ideas, and let’s see what we can do
together!
Pastor LuAnn

pastorluann@gmail.com

Note from Ad Council Chair Jerry Stadler – You can’t always control which thoughts come into your
head but you can decide which ones you allow to stay around. The Bible says that as a man thinks in his heart,
so is he. (Proverbs 23:7) It’s so important to understand that our actions are determined by the way we think.
So many times we replay the same negative thoughts over and over. When negativity and doubt set in and
stay in your mind, it’s nearly impossible to set a course toward God’s best plan for your life.

Big events happening this month:
October 9th Dewitt Redeemer UMC
Gather at 3:00 p.m. with United Methodists from across the Michigan area for a joint
service of installation to welcome three new District Superintendents: Saginaw Bay:
Rev. David Kim, Crossroads: Rev. John Hice, Kalamazoo: Rev. David Bagley

October 11th Every second Tuesday of the month it’s Whine and Dine time.
Last month, we had a beautiful lunch with 12 lovely ladies at D'Vincis in
Frankenmuth. This month it’s at MD’s on M15. Hope to see you there - bring a
friend. The more the merrier! Meet at 1:00 or at the church at 12:30 to carpool.

October 13th UMW Fall Tea 7:00 p.m.
October 16th Mission Committee Potato Brunch immediately following worship. Come enjoy a
good lunch and donate to support the good work of our mission efforts both locally and around the world.

October 16th Crossroads District Annual Conference &meeting of the Board of Missions
Flint Hope UMC will host the annual gathering for district conference this year. Gather for time to hear how the people of
the Crossroads District have been working together to equip and empower local congregations. Worship starts at 1:30.

Wednesday night adult Bible Study begins on October 5th
We will continue our study of Genesis to Revelation, picking up at 1 and 2 Samuel.
This year we’ll add a focus on the themes we discover in the books as we study
them. 1 and 2 Samuel will lead us to consider Israel’s worship practices, the
worship of baals and ashtoreths, God’s activity in human history, the name YHWH,
the sovereignty of God, the kingdom of God, the will of God, and the priesthood of
all believers, to name a few. Join us in the lounge across from the office at 5:00 on
October 5th to get your book and get started!

Women’s Bible Study “Entrusted” with Beth Moore begins October 11th at 10 a.m.
We were never meant to take this journey of faith alone or in secret. God has entrusted us with the
great and mighty gift of the gospel, something too precious and life-giving to keep to ourselves.
In this 6-session Bible study of the book of 2nd Timothy, Beth will encourage you to guard what God
has entrusted to you, further His kingdom by sharing Christ with others, and pour into future
generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy. Because in this journey of joy and hardship, we
need each other to stay the course and live lives of faithfulness. There is a sign up sheet in the
gathering area, or contact the church office.

Sunday School meets every week at 9:00 a.m. this fall for children youth and
adults. The children meet in room 4, led by Amy Dickinson, youth in room 3 led by Marc
Middleton.

Two adult classes meet on Sunday morning at 9. Sue Boyse leads a book
study group currently finishing up their study of Joel Osteen’s book titled Break
Out! 5 Keys to go Beyond Your Barriers
and Live an Extraordinary Life. They meet in room 2. You do not need to
purchase the book or read lessons before coming on Sunday morning. We listen to the book on CD
and discuss it as we go. Come and enjoy some coffee or juice with us and enjoy our Sunday
School fellowship time.
Jerry Bradow leads the Pathfinders class in the lounge (room 1). They do a book by book study of the bible.
All the Sunday School rooms are in the entrance wing of the church across from the main office.

NEW MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!
Knitting For Jesus! This great group of ladies has been meeting every Thur. to
sit knit, crochet, and talk about books, movies and TV shows. Come join the fun. You
could help us out! We are making scarves for the service men and women for a project
called Operation Gratitude. We will be sending off the scarves the first of November.
Scarves can be knitted or crocheted. They must be 4 inches by 36 inches and NO
fringe please. Use your favorite pattern. You may leave them in the prayer room or in the church office.
Thanks for your support in this effort. In God's loving name, Bless you!

Your help is needed to restock our food pantry!

Items can be left in the box between the doors at the
office entrance, or delivered to the office. We especially need: macaroni and cheese, crackers, jello / pudding,
syrup and pancake mix, soup, canned fruit, instant potatoes, pork&beans, peanut butter, spaghetti sauce,
pasta, canned pasta, and canned tomatoes.

Worship Servants for October:

If

you have a conflict with the date you are
assigned, please trade with someone, and
then contact the church office to let us
know who will be serving on a particular
date. Thank you for your service in the
name of the Lord.

LAY READERS

October 2nd
October 9th
October 16th
October 23rd
October 30th

Ron Lemmon
Amy Dickinson
Tom Hendricks
Otis Stout
Leslie Randall

Help wanted: Clio Bethany United Methodist church is
seeking an accompanist for our 10:30 worship. Applicants
should be able to play piano, keyboard, or organ and:
- be able to confidently accompany congregational singing,
and provide connectional accompaniment to the various
aspects of congregational worship
- be familiar with both traditional hymns and contemporary
worship songs
- be flexible and capable to adapt on short notice
- provide prelude, offertory, postlude, and background music
as needed
- be available for special services during Advent and Lent.
Interested candidates should contact Pastor LuAnn Rourke
via email at pastorluann@gmail.com for more information, or
call the church office at 810-686-5151 and ask for Pastor
LuAnn

Remember our Homebound in prayer. Send a card and say hello!
Mary Ellen Morse
3052 W Wilson Rd
Clio MI 48420

Marie Orvis
Gross Assisted Living
5286 E Vienna Rd
Clio MI 48420

Lyle Brown
Prestige Pointe
4137 Cook Rd
Grand Blanc MI 48439

Bud Labby
704 Cherry Street
Clio MI 48420

Della Sutton
Birchwood Meadows
2304 Frances Rd
Mt Morris MI 48458

Don Hutchinson
Cranberry Park
354 W Vienna Rd
Clio MI 48420

Marge Schoeppach
Independence Village – #360
255 Mayer Rd.
Frankenmuth MI 48734

Marie Sweet Thurston
2376 S Lincoln Rd
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858

Scripture Study for
October
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

1 Corinthians 13;1-13
Proverbs 1:1-19
Proverbs 1:20-33
Proverbs 2:1-22
Proverbs 3:1-18
Proverbs 3:19-35
Proverbs 4:1-27
James 2:14-26
James 3:1-12
Hebrews 1:1-14
Hebrews 2:1-18
Hebrews 3:1-19

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22:
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Junis Wildfong
3062 Field Rd
Clio MI 48420

Hebrews 4:1-13
Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Matthew 4:1-17
Matthew 4:18-25
Proverbs 10:1-13
Proverbs 10:14-32
Acts 1:1-11
Acts 1:12-26
Acts 2:1-21
Acts 2:22-47
Acts 3:1-10
Acts 3:11-26
Acts 4:1-21
Acts 4:22-36
Malachi 3:1-12
Malachi 3:13-4:5
Matthew 19:16-30
Matthew 20:1-16
Matthew 20:17-34
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