
What if I Really Mess Up?

Jesus Died for Me

2 Samuel 12:1-14

John 21:15-19



Hang Time



Grapple Chat

 Get into pairs

 You have 10 minutes to answer the following 
questions:

 Find three examples in the Bible of someone 
forgiving someone else

 Esau forgave Jacob

 Joseph forgave his brothers

 Jesus forgave the paralyzed man

 When did you most recently forgive another 
person, and how did it feel to offer forgiveness?

 How many times did Jesus tell Peter he needed to 
forgive someone?

 77

 What’s the most recent gift you receive, and what 
did you appreciate most about it?



Grapple Time 

 Today we’re going to play a game of 

Simon Says.

 Here’s the twist. 

 The first time you miss, you can stay in the 

game, but have to close your eyes

 The second time you miss, you can stay in 

the game, but you have to also close your 

ears with your fingers so you can’t see or 

hear.

 Keep playing until you miss a third time –

and then you’re out. 

 How did the consequences for messing 

up affect your ability to play the game? If 

you kept playing with one or more 

consequences, did you feel like giving 

up? Why or why not?



Drive-Through Windows 

 Get into pairs and discuss this topic:

 Think of a time you experienced a 
consequence for mistake. 

 What effect did the consequence have on 
you?

 Which is better – to experience a 
consequence for a mistake or a poor 
choice, or to be given a second chance 
with no consequence at all? Explain

 What did you talk about

 Let’s watch a video to see how we 
sometimes see God’s forgiveness as the 
“easy button” way out of the 
consequences.

 Do we have a basic right to be forgiven 
by God for the things we do? What if you 
really mess up? Can God forgive 
everything? And what does God’s 
forgiveness look like? Let’s grapple with 
that. 



2 Samuel 12:1-14

 1 – So the Lord sent Nathan to David. When Nathan arrived he said, “There were two men in the same city, 
one rich, one poor.

 2 – The rich man had a lot of sheep and cattle, 

 3 – but the poor man had nothing – just one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised that lamb, and 
it grew up with him and his children. It would eat from his food and drink from his cup – even sleep in his 
arms! It was like a daughter to him.

 4 – “Now a traveler came to visit the rich man, but he wasn’t willing to take anything from his own flock or 
herd to prepare for the guest who had arrived. Instead, he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it 
for the visitor.”

 5 – David got very angry at the man, and he said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the one who did 
this is demonic! 

 6 – He must restore the ewe lamb seven times over because he did this and because he had no 
compassion.”

 7 – “You are that man!” Nathan told David. “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: I anointed you king 
over Israel and delivered you from Saul’s power. 



2 Samuel 12:1-14

 8 – I gave your master’s house to you, and gave his wives into your embrace. I gave you the house of 
Israel and Judah. If that was too little, I would have given even more. 

 9 – Why have you despised the Lord’s word by doing what is evil in his eyes? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and taken his wife as your own. You used the Ammonites to kill him.

 10 – Because of that, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite as your own, 
the sword will never leave your own house. 

 11 – “This is what the Lord says: I am making trouble come against you from inside your own family. 
Before your very eyes I will take your wives away and give them to your friend, and he will have sex 
with your wives in broad daylight.

 12 – You did what you did secretly, but I will do what I am doing before all Israel in the light of day.”

 13 – “I’ve sinned against the Lord!” David said to Nathan. “The Lord has removed your sin,” Nathan 
replied to David. “You won’t die.

 14 – However, because you have utterly disrespected the Lord by doing this, the son born to you will 
definitely die.”



David’s Consequence Discussion

 Were the consequences David received for his sin fair? Why or why not? 

 If you had to live under those consequences, what would you be feeling? 

 What difference does being forgiven make if you still have to experience consequences 

for your sin? 

 If you had been David would you have used “the easy button”? Why or why not?



Talking with Jesus and Peter

 Now, let’s read about a conversation between Jesus and Peter. 

 It happened after Jesus came back to life but before he left his disciples. 

 Remember, Peter betrayed Jesus by denying he even knew him three times while Jesus 

was being condemned to death. 

 As far as we know, this is the first one-to-one conversation Jesus and Peter have had since 

Peter’s betrayal. 



John 21:15-19

 15 – When they finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
Simon replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

 16 – Jesus asked a second time, “Simon son of John, do 
you love me?” Simon replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.”

 17 – He asked a third time, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was sad that Jesus asked him a third 
time, “Do you love me?” He replied, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.

 18 – I assure you that when you were younger you tied 
your own belt and walked around wherever you 
wanted. When you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands and other will tie your belt and lead you where 
you don’t want to go.”

 19 – He said this to show the kind of death by which 
Peter would glorify God. After saying this, Jesus said to 
Peter. “Follow me.”

 What “consequences” had Peter experienced for 
his betrayal of Jesus, if any?

 If you had been Peter, how would you have felt 
during this conversation? 

 What do you think Jesus was trying to do in this 
conversation? 

 Take your best shot- what impact do you think this 
encounter had on Peter?



Grapple Team Reports 

Dialogue

 Create a scene from your everyday life 

that includes dialogue involving everyone 

on your team to demonstrate what 

you’ve learned today. 

Text It

 Write a 140-character text message that 

you could send to a friend or family 

member explaining what you learned 

today 



Grapple Prayer

Psalms That Pray

 Get comfortable, preferably sitting apart 

from each other. Look through the book 

of Psalms and find a psalm that connects 

with a situation you’re facing right now. 

 Read the psalm quietly as a prayer to 

God. 

Power Prayers

 Clench your fists tight as you imagine 

using all your power to maintain control 

over all the different areas of your life. 

 Talk with God, asking for his powerful 

perspective, and gradually unclench your 

fists as you give God control. 

 With your hands open and empty, ask 

God to fill you with his empowering, life-

giving Spirit. 



Grapple Challenge

 David was known as a man after God’s own heart. 

 Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends and disciples. 

 But even David and Peter messed up.

 No one is perfect, and everyone sins. 

 The good news is that God will forgive us and will forget all about to our sins. 

 God loves us and wants to be friends with us.

 God also wants us to love other people. 

 I challenge you to forgive someone who has hurt your in the past – or to ask for forgiveness 

from someone you have hurt. 


