
IS HEAVEN GOING TO 
BE BORING?

Isaiah 65:17-19

1 Peter 1:3-4

Revelation 4:1-11



HANG TIME



Grapple Chat

• Get into groups of 2-4 people

• You have 10 minutes to discuss the 
following questions:

• According to the book of Genesis, what 
was the maximum number of years that 
God gave man to live?
• 120 years (Genesis 6:3)

• What’s the most number of people 
you’ve ever had over for a party?

• Find a person in the Bible who was 
extremely happy about something 
• Jacob and Esau reconciled (Genesis 33:4)
• The people when the new Temple was 

built, (Ezra 3:12)

• People talk about the “seven wonders of 
the world.” From your perspective, 
what’s the “eighth wonder of the world”?



Grapple Time

• Form teams of three and you will be given a handful of chenille wires.

• The word paradise comes form a Greek word meaning “fun park.”

• Today we’re going to turn the classroom into a theme park called “Paradise.” 

• Your job is to design a fun-filled ride for our park and sculpt it with your chenille 
wires. 

• BE CREATIVE and don’t forget to give your thrill ride a catchy name.

• You have 10 minutes.

• Good luck!



Post-Grapple Time

I’m sure you’ve designed an action-packed fun park together. Now let’s take a tour 
of “Paradise.” 

Take turns showing us your ride, telling us what it’s called and how it works.

How does your ride fit into the theme of paradise? 

What do all of the rides have in common? 

What does this activity suggest about the way we define “fun”?

Where do you think people get their thirst for joy and excitement?



Heavenly Tours

• King David was a guy who knew how 
to have a good time. 

• Get into pairs and read Psalm 43:3-4 
with your partner and discuss these 
questions:
• What is David’s idea of paradise?

• What is your greatest joy and delight in 
life?

• Which is more important to you: 
enjoying pleasure or avoiding pain? 
Why?

• Let’s watch the clip

• There are some really exciting things 
for us to enjoy about our world. In 
fact, some people see the 
descriptions of heaven in some parts 
of the Bible as less interesting than a 
good day at a local theme park. 

• Will heaven be a letdown?

• Sure, it might be nice to live in a city 
with jasper walls and golden streets, 
but what of reward is that anyway? 
Let’s grapple with that!



Grapple Team Guide

• Often, when people try to explain something really awesome, they use creatively 
descriptive language. 

• For instance, a person might describe a great fireworks show as “eye-popping” or 
a tasty piece of cake as “something to die for.”

• The same thing happens in the passage we’re about to read.

• But before we read it, let’s look at some good examples from the Bible. 

• See if you can spot the colorful expressions in each of these passages. 
• Matthew 5:29

• Psalm 61:3

• Deuteronomy 4:24



Revelations 4:1-11

• 1 – After this I looked and there was a door that had been opened in heaven. The first voice that 
I had heard, which sounded like trumpet, said to me, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” 

• 2 – At once I was in a Spirit-inspired trance and I saw a throne in heaven, and someone was 
seated on the throne. 

• 3 – The one seated there looked like jasper and carnelian , and surrounding the throne was a 
rainbow that looked like an emerald.

• 4 – 24 thrones, with 24 elders seated upon them, surrounded the throne. The elders were 
dressed in white clothing and had gold crowns on their heads. 

• 5 - From the throne came lightning, voices, and thunder. In front of the throne were seven 
flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God.

• 6 – Something like a glass sea, like crystal, was in front of the throne. In the center, by the 
throne, were four living creatures encircling the throne. These creatures were covered with eyes 
on the front and on the back



Revelations 4:1-11

• 7 – The first living creature was like al ion. The second living creature was like an ox. The 
third living creature had a face like a human being. And the fourth living creature was like 
an eagle in flight. 

• 8 – Each of the four living creatures had six wings, and each was covered all around and on 
the inside with eyes. They never rest day or night, but keep on saying, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is coming.”

• 9 – Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the one seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and always,

• 10 – the 24 elders fall before the one seated on the throne. They worship the one who lives 
forever and always. They throw down their crowns before the throne and say,

• 11 – “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, because 
you created all things. It is by your will that they existed and were created.”



Grapple Team Time

• Obviously the writer of this passage is trying to describe what is, for him, the fulfillment of 
joy, worship, and eternal rest with God.

• With a partner, do your best to describe the following situations in fewer than 20 words
• Describe the view of earth from space:

• Describe what it’s like to ride an angry rhinoceros

• Describe your idea of heaven:

• What was the toughest part about putting these situations into words?

• How is your idea of heaven different from the one in the passage?

• You may not see yourself placing crowns at the feet of God, but how do you imagine 
yourself worshipping God in heaven?



Isaiah 65:17-19
• 17 – Look! I’m creating a new heaven and 

a new earth: past events won’t be 
remembered; they won’t come to mind. 

• 18 – Be glad and rejoice forever in what 
I’m creating, because I’m creating 
Jerusalem as joy and her people as a 
source of gladness.

• 19 – I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad 
about my people. No one will ever hear 
the sound of weeping or crying in it 
again. 

• In many ways heaven is like an eternal 
trip to God’s theme park. 

• Based on this passage, come up with a 
sentence that illustrates what you’d 
expect to find in this “place of 
happiness.”

• Share with each other what you wrote.

• The passage from Isaiah promises eternal 
happiness but as you listen what to what 
others imagine about heaven, close your 
eyes and try to visualize what they’re 
describing. 

What kinds of things did others consider that you didn’t? How do these sentences change the way you visualize heaven?



1 Peter 3-4

• 3 – May the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of his 
vast mercy, he has given us new birth. 
You have been born anew into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 

• 4 –You have a pure and enduring 
inheritance that cannot perish – an 
inheritance that is presently kept safe in 
heaven for you. 

• According to this passage, the reason our 
“great expectation” is our inheritance 
that can never decay. 

• List a few items that have been handed 
down in your family (jewelry, pictures, or 
furniture, for example)

• In what way do the words and actions of 
Jesus on earth give us a preview of what 
heaven looks like? 

• Why is it so difficult to find things in life 
that are “beyond the reach of change and 
decay”?



Grapple Team Report 

• If you had to summarize today’s lesson in only five words, what would  they be? As 
a team, choose the words carefully, and be prepared to explain why you chose 
them. 



Grapple Prayer

Word Prayers

• Take a quiet moment to consider 
what you know about god. 

• Then prayerfully call out one or two 
words that describe who god is, such 
as comforter, protector, provider, or 
shepherd. 

Lectio Divina

• Get comfortable, preferably sitting apart 
from each other. 

• Read a Bible passage aloud, and then 
remain in silence for a few minutes and 
think about the verse. 

• Close your eyes and breathe deeply. 

• Then read aloud Romans 8:35-39, slowly 
and with feeling. 

• Then read it 2 more times the same way. 

• Finally, allow a few minutes to silently 
bask in God’s love.                                                   



Grapple Challenge

• All the fund things we do in life come from a deeper hunger inside of us. 

• When we get together with friends to play games, eat at a restaurant, or watch a movie, 
we are searching to fulfill deeper needs such as joy and peace.

• The same loving God who gave us those desires also has given us the present hop of being 
full of joy forever through Jesus. 

• Getting closer to God is getting close to true joy. 

• That’s what heaven is all about!

• You’ll face challenges and persecutions that will you doubt whether heaven is worth it. 

• But I challenge you to drop the shallow definitions of heaven and replace them with 
something true- a place where the greatest adventures of all time happen. 


